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December 17, 2014

Environmental Management Support, Inc.
Atir: Mrs, Edie Findeis Cromwell

8601 Georgia Avenue, Suite 500

Silver Spring, MD 20910 '

Dear Ms.Cromwell,

I am pleased to submil the enclosed grant application on behalf of the Central Iron Range
Initiative Brownfields Coalition {the Coalition) for a FY 2015 EPA Community-Wide Coalition
Assessment grant, This grant application requests $600,000 for activities that in¢lude planning
and community engagement, on-going brownfields site-identification, environmental . -
assessments and response planning related to brownfield sites polluted by petroleum and
hazardous substances. | o R

The Coalition communitics, located approximately 200 miles north of the Twin Cities of
Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota, consist of 19 rural cities and townships with & total,
population of 37,510 according to the 2010 Census, The vast majority of the land surrounding
each community is encumbered by current mining operations, historic mine-scarred lands, or
areas being held for future mining. The result is land-locked communities with very little
remaining land for development, . R

~ Although our area has experienced challenging economic conditions in recent times, the
iron mining and associated industrial base of our local economy is poised to grow substantially,
New development in our area is not just predicted — it is here, as reflected by the large Essar
Steel facilify construction underway near Nashwauk, Minnesota. In response to this growth, we
are experiencing increased pressure for new housing, new industrial/commercial parks, and new
infrastructure. These needs require land — making brownfield redevel opment crucial to the
¢conomic growth of our land-locked communities. ' B

In addition to our land development challenges, the Coalition communities have the
unpleasant distinction of having almost three times the rate of mesothelioma as is found
anywhere else in the State of Minnesota, Recent studies conducted by researchers at the
University of Minnesota have established an association between the risk of developing
mesothelioma and the length of time worked at a Taconite plant. This is a real concern as we
assess brownfields issues on historical mine-scarred lands,

Our Coalition has a track record of success in dealing with brownfields issues in our area,
having recently completed $726,500 of work on a 2011 EPA Brownfields Assessment grant.
Phase I and Phase II assessments were conducted on fourtecn brownfield sites, one of which is
fully redeveloped and producing products und full-time employment for local workers, The other
thirteen sites all have development plans and are poised to move forward with environmental
issues assessed. Despite these initial successes, deep needs remain across our Coalition as
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evidenced by, the six new Iron Range communities that Jmned our Cnalltlon for the current
funding application.

_ The work of the CIRI Brownfields Progtam is consistent with the goals and priorities of
both St, Louis County and Ttasca County’s comprehensive fand use plans. These priorities
include: 1) strong county infrastructure, 2) health and well-being of county citizens, 3) healthy
local economy, 4) healthy ecosystem, and 5) effective efficient government supporting re-
development. Re-development of brownfields supports all of these priorities.

‘ We appreciate the opportunity to réquest this crucial funding. We had a'great expemence
working with the EPA on the FY 2011 grant program and made sighificant progress in our
Brownficlds assessment program. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at
(218) 748-7500 or by email at touvillej@virginiamn.us. I look forward to hearing from you.

&

Sincerely, ' —--""”'

po AN
John Tourville, City Administrator
Clty of Vu‘glma, anesota

Ce: MS Keary Cragan, US EPA Regmn v, 77 Wcst Jackson Boulevard, Mail Code SM-?J
Chlcago, lL 60604-3507 _ :

- ' Applicnnt and Applicnﬁon Summary lnfnrmntmn .
A.. Applicnnt City of Virginia, Minnesota on behalf of the Centrﬂl Tron Range lmnatwe -
. Brownfields Coalition . - : : :
B. . Applicant DUNS number: 03- 137-2043
C. Funding Requested . :
" Grant Type: Assessment .
- Federal Funds Requested; $600, 000 :
Contamination: Hazardous materials: $550,000; Petroleum: $32,500
‘Coalition: Central Iron Range Initiative Brownfields Program Coalition
D. Location (jurisdictions covered under this proposal)
In 8t. Louis County, Minnesota: The Cities of Aurora, Babbttt Biwabik; Buh] Chlsholm,
Cook; Ely, Evéleth, Gilbert, Hoyt Lakes, and Virginia, and the Township of Balkan, '
In Itasea County, Minnesota: The Cities of Bovey, Coleraine, chwatm Marble,
Nashwauk, and Taconite, and the Township of Lone Pine. .
" E. Property Informatmn for Slte-speciﬁc prnposals N/A
- F. Contacts:
Project Director: John Tourville, Clty Administrator; 327 l“ Street South, Virginia, MN
55792, Phone: 218-748-7500; Email: tourvillej@virginiamn.us
Chief Executive/Highest Ranking Elected Officlal: Louis Russo, Mayor, 327 1% Street
South, Virginia, MN 55792: Phone: 218-748-7500; Email: mayur(&}wrglmamn us
Date Submitted: December 19, 2014 :
Project Period: October 1, 2015 through-September 30, 2018
Population: 37,510 — based on 2010 U.S. Census Bureau
* J, Other Factors Checklist — attached :

-“’.:5:}



1, COMMUNITY NEEP (50 Points)

1a. Targeted Community and Brownfields (25 Points)

lai — Targeted Community Description (5 of 25 Points): The Mesabi lron Range is
located approximately 200 miles north of the Minneapolis/St. Pau! Twin Cities in Northeastern
Minnesota. The Central Iron Range Initiative (CIRI) Brownfields Assessment Coalition
(Coalition) communities are located along the Iron Range, spanning a 100 mile distance that
echoes the shaped of the ore formation from Coleraine, MN to Ely, MN, Of the 19 communities
that make up this Coalition, 12 are in St. Louis County (Aurora, Babbitt, Balkan, Biwahik, Buhl,
Chisholm, Cook, Ely, Eveleth, Gilbert, Hoyt Lakes, and Virginia), and 7 are in neighboring
Ttasca County (Bovey, Coleraine, Keewatin, Lone Pine, Marble, Nashwauk, and Taconite),
Mining of this area began in the mid-1800s and continucs today. The historical mining activities
began with underground mining which, after the 1920s, gave way to open pit mining operations.
which expanded considerably after the 1950s.

In the early days of iron ore mining on “the Range,” mining locations were established at
specific mine sites. These were collections of temporary structures, built to provide shelter for
the miners and allow them to live ¢lose to the mines since transportation was rudimentary at that
time. These mine-associated developments eventually evolved into incorporated mining towns
which developed into more organized communities with local forms of government, High
growth rates characterized the early days of the mining “boom™ towns, When the source of
nearby ore was determined to be a long-term and profitable resource, these mining towns
developed into small mining-oriented cities. With this evolution, population growth rates slowed
down and the community demographics transformed from frontier-like ratios (large ratios of men
to women: few children) to more typical proportions.

Mining plays an important factor in the development of this region as the communities
are virtually engulfed by historical mine lands and active mine holdings, Because the early
miners built their homes close to the mines where they worked, the communities that emerged
are now constrained by acres of waste rock stockpiles, lean ore and overburden stockpiles,
abandoned mine pits, and idled industrial facilities related mining, In this grant application, we
define this suite of former mine land types and the associated former facility properties generally
as historical mine-scarred land. This vacated land that was mined prior to the existence of the
1980 State Mine Reclamation regulations has left a variety of lingering (Brownfields)
environmental concerns.

A key point is that the majority of the land surrounding each Coalition community is
encumbered by historical mineg-scarred lands or will be mined in the future, The result is land-
locked communities with very little remaining land for development, The effects of a mining
economy that has used up many land areas and left others hamstrung by the stigma of potential
brownfields concerns is an example of the “Environmental Justice Equation” truly disfavoring
these communities.

It i3 important to note that current and future mine lands are being managed under
modern environmental permit and site management programs and, therefore, are less likely to
pose brownfields concerns. Consequently, the focus of this assessment project will be to evaluate
historical mine-scarred lands and other brownfield sites which lie outside current and future mine
holding areas. A map of the Coalition area can be found at http://www.cirimn.com.

laii - Demographic Information (5 of 25 Points): Table 1 shows demographic data
relevant to the community need for an effective Brownfields program, It also suggests limitations
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to the ability of the communities to achieve an effective Brownfields program without financial
assistance. Data in bold indicates a negative deviance from State averages.

Table 1: Demo

graphic Data for CIRI Brownfields Program Coalition

Coalition Total % 65 | Median | Population # of Houses | Houses
Community | Population yrs Hschold below housing built valued
& older | Income Poverty units <1940 <$50k
Aurora 1682 24.4% | 540,129 18.3% 887 21.7% | 23.9%
Babbitt 1475 31.3% | $39.417 9.0% 843 2.3% 17.4%
Balkan 832 14.8% | $56,818 10.9% 454 17.0% 1.6%
Biwabik 969 22.1% | $33,906 16.3% 698 39.8% | 19.3%
Bovey 804 14.2% | $33,125 10.9% 395 64.8% | 28.1%
Buhl 1000 20.9% | $39,028 9. 7% 468 38.0% | 29.8%
Chisholm 4976 18.0% | $35,500 16.3% 2530 38.5% | 18.0%
Coleraine 1970 14.7% | $44,618 6.4% 833 33.5% 5.9%
Cook 574 23.0% | $39,632 12.2% 352 12.8% | 16.1%
Ely 3460 22.9% | $40,560 14.5% 1979 43.2% 7.2%
Eveleth 3718 16.1% | $34,286 19.2% 1949 43.4% | 23.0%
Gilbert 1799 17.8% | 849,896 10.0% 992 37.9% | 14.2%
Hoyt Lakes 2017 25.1% | $47,708 7.0% 999 0.2% 16.3%
Keewatin 1068 14.1% | $31,723 36.5% 578 34.8% | 35.2%
Lone Pine 410 25.6% | $55,536 3.4% 3035 20.7% 4.8%
Marble 701 13.8% | $33,375 290% 318 47.5% | 20.0%
Nashwauk 983 20.55% | $31,875 15.8% 529 33.5% | 17.2%
Taconite 360 11.9% | $48,750 9.8% 181 27.1% 16.0%
8712 22.0% | $36,397 21.6% 4821 29.6%
Minnesota 12.9% | $59,126 11.2% 17.8%
1.5, 13.0% | $53,046 14.9% 13.7%

Data obtained through the U.S. Census Bureau. hitp://factfinder.census. gov

The demographic table reveals an aging population, aging housing stock, and low income
levels in the Coalition area. Many workers are currently forced 10 commute from outside the arca
leading to the realization by our Coalition communities that new housing options are urgently
needed. New mining developments and supporting service/commercial operations are now
materializing, adding urgency to this need.

laiii — Brownfields (5 of 25 Points): The Coalition communities are affected by

primarily two types of brownfields: 1) the historic mine-scarred lands that literally envelop our
communities and 2} abandoned commercial or industrial sites that create blight in our

downtowns or along highways and main street corridors. With the advent of new mineral

processing technology, some historic mine-scarred lands (tailings basins and lean ore stockpiles)

are now being re-mined (this is called scram mining), While scram mining is a force for

economic growth and rehabilitation of abandoned mine lands, an unintentional consequence of
scram mining is that it makes potential developable land unavailable in the near term

The historic mine-scarred lands that are not being used for scram mining are not

controlled. The general public has easy access to them for ATV use, hunting, illegal dumping,
etc. The uncontrolled access causes environmental and safety concerns that generally fall into the

following ¢

ategories:
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1. Steep and unstable slopes around old mine pits and on un-reclaimed waste rock
stockpiles present a safety hazard, In addition the steep slopes are prone to erosion and
may contribute to degradation of water quality.

2. Many sites had known maintenance, fueling, electrical generation and other infrastructure
with the potential for petroleurn and hazardous substance releases. The unrestricted
recreational use by the public poses a potential for exposures to environmental impacts.

3. Un-reclaimed stockpiles have little vegetation and are prone to fugitive dust lift-off on
windy days. Fugitive dust is a common air pollutant that can contribute to a number of
respiratory illnesses.

The other type of brownfields, abandoned commercial and industrial sites, are a
consequence of the up-and-down economy of mining, Our communities were growing through
the early- to mid-1970s. At that time, the taconite industry was going strong and many workers
were needed. Schools were full and so were the downtowns, highways and industrial parks.
Finding any type of housing was a major challenge to anyone moving into this area. But with a
long downturn in the 1980s, many mine and rail workers endured long-term layoffs, Many
businesses did not survive the lean times and many commercial and industrial sites simply were
never re-opened or re-developed. These kinds of sites constitute many of the non-mining
brownfields we see around the communities — abandoned gas stations, defunct factories, empty
stores in aging buildings, for example.

1aiv == Cumulative Environmental Issues (10 of 25 Points}: The recently published
(http://taconiteworkers.umn.edw/about/mesothelioma.html) University of Minnesota Taconite
Workers Study confirms that taconite workers have three times more mesothelioma diagnoses
than the general population. Miners were also found to have a 30% higher incidence of heart
disease. The exact source of these elevated threats was not directly linked to either indoor or
outdoor air quality but an association between the risk of developing mesothelioma and the
number of years of working at a taconite plant was established.

Other environmental issues include water quality and waste disposal challenges caused
by historical mining operations. Community water supplies, both the availability and quality,
have been negatively affected by historical mining. While modern mining operations practice a
very high level of environmental engineering to avoid surface and ground water quality
degradation, historical mining practices left a legacy of impacts to both Likewise, historic mines
operated without modern waste disposal practices. Lubricants (e.g. cable lube with lead
constituents), fuel releases and waste products are often present on historic mine lands.

Due to recent limitations in rail service, ore is now being transported by road. This adds to
the road congestion caused by long-distance commuters. This situation, over time, increases air
pollution, road matntenance, and increases the risk of automobile accidents. As transportation
infrastructure expands to address these concerns, the need to assess and develop brownficlds in
and around the Coalition communities will become more important.

1b. Impacts on Targeted Community (25 points)

As mentioned before, Northeastern Minnesota experiences an elevated rate of
mesothelioma cases. Mesothelioma is often caused by exposure to asbestos or asbestos-like
fibrous minerals that may be similar to those than occur in portions of the taconite iron ore
formation. This has led to a working hypothesis that exposure to taconite dust, either in the
processing plants, in the mining operation, or from fugitive dust, may be correlated to the
incidence of this dreaded disease. Although research in this area is not yet complete, these
findings suggest that it is important for historic mine-scarred land or abandoned operations
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facilities to be assessed and managed in accordance with the well-established protocols of the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s risk-based site characterization and remediation guidance
S0 as to provide appropriate protections when re-developing the important land resources of the
area’s communities,

Current mining companies have stringent air quality dust controls in place for active
mining and processing areas and current mining practice requires reclamation of waste rock and
overburden stockpiles with topsoil and vegetation to meet water quality and safety objectives and
also to control fugitive dust. However, fugitive dust originating from historical, un-reclaimed
mine-scarred areas remains a concemn for areas that may not have naturally re-vegetated, Some
of these same historical mind-scarred areas will be targeted for assessments and future
development. As noted above, assessment and redevelopment would follow State risk-based
guidance and would result in eliminating the fugitive dust potential at such redevelopment sites.

Investigation of water quality and waste disposal concerns, on both historic mine-scarred
lands targeted for redevelopment and abandoned commercial and industrial sites within the
mine-oriented cities will be a principal objective of the ongoing assessment program. By
addressing these concerns and providing liability protections to prospective developers, many
brownfields may become suitable for redevelopment to address the community needs related to
housing, transportation infrastructure, mining and mine-related businesses.

le¢, Kinancial Need (15 points)

Ici — Economic Conditions (5 of 15 Points); The local economy has never completely
recovered from when it was devastated as the bottom fell out of the steel market in the 1980s.
Since steel mills are the sole customer of iron ore mines, the iron ore industry fluctuates in lock-
step with the steel industry. When a depressed local economy, low employment, low income and
low average property values for the Coalition assessment arca are met with new industry and
multiplied effects of new facility developments, the result is tremendous pressure on
communities who have very few resources to effectively manage brownfield site issues that are
certain to arise.

In the meantime, Local Government Aid to Coalition communities is being slashed
annually. This creates a situation where the local governments have fewer people and resources
to accomplish the preliminary work required to conduct a successful brownfields inventory
and/or assessment program, The positive economic effects of any new facility developments are
likely to be felt in a delayed manner. Although it will have a beneficial multiplier effect on the
surrounding Coalition communities, the need for new infrastructure, added housing, and other
commercial development are immediate. This puts pressure on the Coalition communities that
are already struggling financially, Economic disadvantages of the Coalition communities are
clearly shown in the 2010 census data, as follows:

* Low populations. The largest city in the coalition is Virginia (8,712 people) and the
smallest has a population of 360 people (Taconite). Fifteen (15) of the nineteen (19)
communities have populations under 3,000 (average 1,110 people).

» Low income levels. The average median household income for the Coalition communities is
$40,646, which is approximately 31% less than the average median household income in the
State of Minnesota and 23% less than the national average.

» High poverty rates. Approximately 16.5% of the population in the Coalition communities is
living below the poverty line, compared to 11.2% within the State of Minnesota, and 14.9%
within the United States,

» High unemployment rates. The average unemployment rate for the Coalition cities is
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6.07%. Just looking at the four coalition communities that have populations over 3,000
(Chisholm, Ely, Eveleth, & Virginia), the average unemployment rate is 18.33% compared
to the Minnesota rate of 7.0% and 9.3% for the United States as a whole.

* High senior population rates. According to the 2010 Census, 20.22% of the people living in
the Coalition communities were over 65 years old as compared to the national average of
13%. This translates into a lower tax base using higher levels of community resources,
adding to the financial stress of the community.

* Old housing stock. In addition, most of the housing is old and in poor condition in these
communities, Looking at the existing housing stock of the area is a telling indicator of the
economic health of the communities. In some of the communities, well over 1/3 of their
housing stock is over 75 years old and valued less than $50,000. In Bovey, 2/3 of their
housing stock is over 75 years old. On average, over 30% of the housing in the Coalition
communities was built in 1939 or earlier and over 10% of all housing in the area is valued at
less than $50,000. There is a shortage of quality housing being constructed and a
corresponding flat line of tax base to improve community infrastructure. Table 1
summarizes basic demographic data for the individual communities.

Icii — Economic Effects of Brownfields (10 of 15 Points): The Iron Range currently has
numerous companies in the process of either expanding or relocating to the Iron Range.
Attracting these investments requires uncncumbered land to be available for their facilities and
sufficient housing for their workers. In order to expand the housing stock, new infrastructure is
nceded, IRRRB infrastructure grants cannot be accessed without addressing brownfields
challenges. The following are a few examples of the economic development that is affected by
Brownfields in this area:

m Essar Steel — October 2014 secured the final financing package for its $1.8 Billion
plant http://www startribune.com/business/27782546 1 html. The Bozich Farm — one of the sites
the CIRI Brownfields Program served, conducted Phase I and Phase II assessments, ¢leared the
way for a 180 lot new housing project in Nashwauk, This housing development is strategically
located to effectively support the needs of Essar Steel workers,

» Magnetation and Mining Resources - (two active scram iron mining companies) spent
approximately $350 Million on capital improvements for four new plants on the Iron Range,
http://www.magnetation.com/home/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Press-Release-Magnetation-
LLC-Completes-100MM-Financing-July-17-2014-FINAL.pd(

m Segetis will be opening a new $105 Million “green™ chemical plant in Hoyt Lakes
http://www.startribune.com/business/25642206 1 html

m Jim Skurla, of UMD updated his 2009 study about the economic of mining in
northeastern Minnesota
https://1sbe.d.umn.edw/departments/bber/projects/2009MNM iningImpact.pdf). “The study, first
released in 2009 and updated in 2012, touted huge impacts from planned new mining projects, in
terms of jobs and new tax revenue to the state and local areas”
http://www.minnpost.com/community-voices/2014/03/skurla-studys-mining-boom-would-be-
due-almost-entirely-taconite.

m Tritec — this manufacturing company started out with 12 employees, currently
employees 60, and would like to expand to create another 25 full-time jobs. Tritec is located next
door to the Staver Foundry property, a site the CIRI Brownfields Program served, clearing this
property for Tritec’s expansion.
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w Problast — this manufacturing company went from a successful home-based company
to a 22,000 square foot facility on 8.3 acres, built on a Brownfield site assessed by the CIRI
Brownfields Program, Total investment for this project was $2,937,550. They now employ 13
fuil-time workers in the community,

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND FEASIBILITY OF SUCCESS (50 Points)

1a. Project Description (25 Points)

2ai —~ Project Description (15 of 25 Points): The Coalition is requesting $600,000 for a
Coalition assessment grant which includes $550,000 in hazardous substances funding (91.7%)
and $32,500 in petroleum funding (5.4%). and $17,500 in administration costs (2.9%). These
funds will help address the recognized need for the Coalition communities to promote re-use of
the imited lands within their communities. This grant funding will help these communities
prepare their key sites for development of the needed housing, infrastructure, commercial and
recreational space or green space needed to grow and accommodate an up-coming influx of new
jobs and new residents as well as increased demands on existing infrastructure

This project fits well with some of the major goals of Itasca County’s Comprehensive
Land Use Plan (2013). Environmental assessments will be required to “facilitate reclamation and
stabilization of older mine areas for potential future use”
(hitp://www.co.itasca.mn.us/Home/Departments/Environmental%208ervices/Documents/FINAL
%20UPDATED%202013%20COMPREHENSIVE%20LAND%20USE%20PLAN.pdf). Other
goals, including encouraging private investment in new housing and supporting the continvation
and expansion of the mining tndustry, are a good fit with the Brownfields assessment program.

The Coalition proposes to use the grant funds to perform Phase I assessment and Phase 11
investigations and for developing response action plans for eligible sites that meet the Coalition’s
agreed-upon criteria.

An initial number of property assessments will be conducted on sites which are already
listed on the CIRI inventories for potential brownfields concerns, While initial assessments are
being conducted, the CIRI Brownfields Program will continue to work on their comprehensive
inventory and prioritization of brownfield sites, which is already underway using IRRRB
funding.

Northeastern Minnesota has a ready pool of professional environmental consultants
located within 200 miles of the project area. Many of these consultants have expertise in the
historical mining legacy and are qualified to prepare Phase I and Phase 1I documents on the
brownfields unique to the Iron Range. Numerous investigation contractors and analytical
laboratories, certified by the Minnesota Department of Health under the NELAC standards, are
available to help with proper implementation of assessment and investigation activities, We are
confident that the capabilities and systems are in place to promptly implement an effeclive EPA
Assessment grant project,

Fiduciary Responsibility- the City of Virginia will be the Coalition’s fiscal agent. The
City has a proven track record of managing regional, State, and Federal grant funds. This
includes experience using the EPA Brownfield Assessment Demonstration Pilot Grant Program
in 2000 through 2002 and using the State Brownfields grant funds and petroleum reimbursement
funds for assessments and cleanups at more than a dozen brownfield sites within the City of
Virginia, Minnesota. The City knows the technical challenges of working with Brownfields sites
and projects.
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Coalition Advisory Board- the Coalition partners will use the criteria and site selection
and prioritization procedures developed by CIRI and successfully employed under the 2011
assessment grant (described below in Section 2aiii). The Board will be responsible for directing
the Project Director and environmental consultants to perform the assessment tasks in
accordance with the EPA Brownfields Program procedures and tequirements and following the
site selection and prioritization procedures. This Board already exists from the previous grant
program.

Project Management- the City of Virginia will hire a Project Director for this program
who will not only take care of the grant administration duties, but also focus on providing
continued community outreach and communication to ensure smooth, continuous and
collaborative efforts between the coalition communities, the environmental consultants, and the
EPA.

2aii — Project Timing (5 of 25 Points): The prior work of the CIRI Brownficlds Program
allows the Coalition to start site assessment work promptly once the grant cooperative agreement
and the required Quality Assurance Project Plans are approved and in place. Thirteen of the
nineteen coalition communities joined the coalition to accomplish the initial work of the CIRI
Brownfields coalition under an EPA Brownfields grant in 2011. They have worked through the
coalition team development process, effectively accomplishing their work plan as described in
their previous contract with the EPA. The work processes for this program have been developed,
tested, and adjusted. The group can welcome its 6 new members with fully established site
selection criteria, communication processes, reporting procedures, and valuable experience
successfully working with the EPA on the existing Brownfields ussessment program.

The assessment and investigation work under the grant agreement will be conducted by
competitively procured professional environmental consultant services (following procedures of
40 CFR 31.36 for private services or 40 CFR 30.40 through 30.48 for procurement of non-profit
services). We are confident we can begin the work of the grant project quickly and accomplish
our work plan within the 3 year timeframe proposed.

2aiii - Site Selection (5 of 25 Points): Target assessment properties will be selected
based on jointly-agreed-upon prioritization criteria and finalized by the Coalition members at
regularly scheduled Coalition meetings, The Coalition members will use the following criteria to
guide the prioritization and selection of sites to tackle during the project: 1) Property eligibility
and access, 2) Redevelopment potential, 3) Relative degree of the brownfields concerns
expected, 4) Readiness- priority will be given to sites where a new owner/developer is identified,
5) Distribution of assessment properties among the communities, 6) Sites identified by a
community on its existing inventory list, 7) Opportunity projects that may arise during the grant
period, 8) Availability of grant funds. The site will be assigned a ranking score and
recommendations based on the score will be made. The CIRI/Coalition members will then vote
on whether the site can be brought forward to the EPA for consideration, The group already has
the system in place to determine EPA site eligibility and ranking. This activity will be ongoing,
beginning within one month of contract commencement.

2b. Task Description and Budget Table (20 Points)
2bi — Task Description (15 of 20 Points):

Task 1- Phase I Assessments ($108,000 Hazardous Substance; 4,500 Petroleum): The
direct outputs under this task are Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Reports, The Coalition
anticipates 24 Phase T assessments will be completed at an average cost of $4,500. The
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outcomes of Task#1 may be either the removal of liability barriers to development of identified
brownfields sites or sites identified that requires Phase II assessments.

Task 2- Phase I Assessments ($360,000 Hazardous Substance; $25,000 Petroleum);
For purposes of estimating costs, the Coalition has assumed 7 hazardous substance sites will
require Phase II assessments at an average cost of $40,000 per site, 1 hazardous substance site
will require a higher level of effort Phase II agsessment at an estimated cost of $80,000 and 1
petroleum site will require a Phase Il assessment at an estimated cost of $25,000. These ratios
and estimated costs are based on the Coalition’s past experience under the prior assessment grant
project.

Direct outputs under this task are Site Specific Health and Safety Plans, Quality
Assurance Project Plans (QAPP), Sampling and Analysis Plans (SAP) and Phase 11
Environmental Site Assessment Reports. The outcome of Task#2 will be either liability barriers
to development will be removed for identified brownfield sites or sites identified that require
some response action prior to development.

Task 3- Response Action Plan Development ($45,000 Hazardous Substances; $25,000
Petrolewm): Similar to Task 2, cleanup plans (a.k.a. Response Action Plans) will be prepared to
meet the requirements of the appropriate regulatory program and these are the specific output
under Task 3. The outcome for Task #3 will be sites prepared for cleanup. The need for 3
response action plans for hazardous substance sites is anticipated at an average cost of $15,000
cach and 1 response action plan for a Petroleum site at an estimated cost of $25,000.

Task 4- Community Qutreach (31,500): Costs under this task will include mileage
reimbursement for the program director as he or she provides face-to-face communication with
existing coalition members, future coalition members, environmental consultants, and economic
development professionals working in the coalition area. Expenses related to networking with
other program partners in the administration of this program are also included under this task,
Qutcomes for this task will include effective coordination of efforts within the coalition.

Task 5- Programmatic and Coalition Support Activities ($56,000); Costs for City of
Virginia staff time are budgeted at $5,000 with $2,500 budgeted for supplies. We also anticipate
that several Coalition members will elect to send staff to the EPA Brownfields Conference and
$9.000 is budgeted to cover travel. Finally, a total of $40,000 is budgeted to cover appropriately
procured program management time related to project planning and oversight, preparation of
progress reports, budget tracking, and quarterly reports for review and acceptance by the EPA
Project Manager. The direct outputs for this task are: 1) Project updates and information specific
to the Coalition's Brownfields projects posted on the CIRI website - Brownfields Program tab, 2)
A quarterly electronic newsletter distributed to all interested stakeholders, 3) Regularly
scheduled information sharing/decision making meetings of the CIRT Advisory Board, 4) Project
summaries for distribution at the council meetings of each Coalition Member submitted
quarterly, 5) Project summaries and educational materials created for community meetings and
seminars, as well as distribution to other stakeholders.

Quicomes include proper management of grant funding, oversight of the project work
plan, and oversight of the effective dissemination of project information,
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2bii - Budget Table (5 of 25 Points):
Table 1 - Proposed Budget
Hazardous Substances Assessment and Petroleum Assessment Grant Activities

Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Task §
(program costs Phase I Phase 11 RAP Community | Program Total
only) Assessments | Assessments | Development | Outreach | Activities
& Site & QAPP &
Eligibility Coalition
Support
Personnel” $5,000 $5,000
Travel * $1,000 $9.000 | $10,000
Equipment
Supplies $500 $2,000 $2,500
Contractual — $108,000 $360,000 $45,000 $37,000 | $550,000
Hazardous
Substance
(11 sites)®
Contractual — $4,500 $25,000 $3,000 $32,500
Petroleum
(1 site)”
Total $112,500 $385,000 $45,000 $1,500 $56,000 | $600,000

Tincludes travel for three Coalition representatives to attend national brownfields conf‘en,nces state and regional conferences and
rwo Coalition representatives 1o attend site meetings (in state) with state agency staff and site owners/developers,

“Procurement of private contractual services will comply with procedures contained in 40 CFR 31.36, or for non-profits, with 40
CFR 30.40 through 30.48.

¥ Personnel and Travel line items arc to cover City of Virginia, MN personnel costs to administer this project.
2¢. Ability to Leverage (5 Points):

For the Iron Range Coalition area, given its large number of brownfield sites, additional
resources will be required to accomplish site cleanups, extend utilities and roads and prepare
sites for development. The first step in acquiring these resources is to focus on the identification
and assessment of these sites, This grant program funding will be used to cover the cost of
collecting assessment and investigation data which is crucial for effective planning for the
redevelopment of these sites,

The Iron Range Resources & Rehabilitation Board administers four separate grant
programs applicable to the cleanup and redevelopment of brownfields; 1) Commercial
Redevelopment and Brownfields Grant, 2) Mine land Reclamation Program, 3) Public Works
Infrastructure, and 4) Commercial demolition program. The City of Virginia has already used
this program in conjunction with our previous Brownfields program Assessment grant for the
Staver Foundry site and the East Range Clinic. Beyond the IRRRB grant programs, this state
economic development agency has provided a $54,800 grant, partnering with the CIRI
Brownfields Program to inventory brownfield sites in the Coalition area (see IRRRB
commitment letter in Attachment D).

Commumity Development Block Grants (CDBG) in both St. Louis and Itasca Counties
administer a Blight Fund that assists with building demolition, The Minnesota Department of
Employment and Economic Development (DEED) oversees the Contamination Assessment and
Cleanup grant program that provides more than $12 million per year (State-wide) for site
assessments and cleanups. The leveraging occurs through either funding help for joint
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assessment activities or through taking sites assessed under the EPA-funded assessment project
on to cleanup work funded by DEED cleanup grant awards. The northern Minnesota region has a
proven track record of doing just this for sites such as those noted for the City of Virginia (see
Programmatic Capability Section).

In-kind services (staff assistance, database information sharing, and facility use for
meetings and presentations) are also being leveraged in the project from many of the community-
based partner organizations such as CIR], Laurentian Vision Partnership, and the Northspan
Group.

3. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND PARTNERSHIPS (35 Points)

3a. Plan for Involving Targeted Community & Other Stakeholders;
and Communicating Project Progress (15 Points)

Jai — Community Involvement Plan (10 of 15 Points): Since each of the communities in
the assessment area is a member of the Coalition, a high level of community involvement is
ensured from the outset. CIRI has already been eftecting significant community engagement and
implementing activities regarding brownfields site assessment needs and approaches for the
Western and Central Iron Range, including conducting an on-going IRRRB-funded inventory of
brownficlds sites.

The Coalition uses CTRI monthly/quarterly meetings, along with their website, as
effective forums for disseminating information on the assessment project and for receiving input
on plans and approaches. This is a valuable venue to promote the assessment project as a useful
tool to planners, developers, existing land owners and industry in the area, Key elements of
community involvement are education and awareness, broadcasting, and repetition of the
message from trusted sources.

3aii — Communicating Progress (5 of 15 Points): Web pages on the Laurentian Vision
Partners and CIR] websites will be used to provide on-going information and background on the
assessment project- both for Coalition members as well as for community members in general.
Since not all households in the assessment area have Internet access, it remains essential to
provide newspaper notices, posters, and postings ai central locations such as township halls, post
offices, libraries and/or community centers. When appropriate, information regarding the
Brownfields program can be conveyed through public presentations. At these events, every effort
will be made to make sure any public accommodations necessary will be met by providing
language translators and/or services to accommodate people who are blind or hearing impaired
as requested.

Emails can be used to make short-notice information available to the communities and
Coalition members. The IRRRB, Laurentian Vision Partners, CIRI, Northspan, Saint Louis
County and Itasca County Economic Development Agencies all maintain mailing lists, email
lists and regular newsletters which can be used as additional resources for disseminating
information about the program. The CIR1 Brownfields Program will develop our own quarterly
electronic newsletter to keep the stakeholders apprised of the program’s plans and
accomplishments. Based on this, we are confident that community members will have ready
access to the workings of the Coalition through existing and planned connections.

3b. Partnerships with Government Agencies (10 Points)
3bi — Local/State/Tribal Environmental Authority (5 Points):

w Minnesota Pollution Control Agency: The Coalition will work with the MPCA to
address and evaluate potential eligible sites. The MPCA has long established brownfield

CIRI Brownfields Program Coalition — EPA Assessment Grant — Narrative 10



programs called the Voluntary Investigation and Cleanup Program and the Petroleum
Brownfield Program. The Coalition will work with these programs when necessary to address
discoveries of contamination and by consultation during development of response action plans.
3bii — Other Relevant Governmental Partnerships (5 of 10 Points):

w [ron Range Resgurces & Rehabilitation Board (JRRRB): This agency is committed to
this project in a number of ways. The IRRRB is willing to (1) provide meeting space and
facilitation for public informational meetings and education about this project, (2) facilitate the
collection of community feedback on proposed assessment sites, and (3) share its email and
mailing address lists relative to the assessment area to assist information dissemination.

The IRRRB has also provided a $54,800 grant as leverage site inventorying and GIS
database building so the assessment work detailed in this grant application can be accomplished
in a timely manner.

w West Mesabi Mine Planning Board (WMMPB): This organization is a Minnesota joint
powers board that is willing to serve this program as a resource in defining areas with potential
that are appropriate for brownfield assessments and to advise the Coalition and its members
about land area that are planning for mining or may hold significant future potential for mining
that would, therefore, not be objectives of the project.

m St. Loyis County Environmental Services (SLC Dept._of Health): The County assists
this program by providing technical assistance for assessments and working with communities to
identtfy brownfield sites.

m ftasca Coynty Enyironmental Services: This county department also assists our
Brownfields Coalition by providing technical assistance for assessments. OQur program supports
the county’s goals as included in their comprehensive land use plan and has developed a high
level of mutual cooperation.

» Minnesota State Colleges and Universities (MNSCU); Their Iron Range Engineering
Program, located at their Mesabi Range Community & Technical College campus in Virginia,
MN, partners with local engineering firms to provide experience and employment opportunities
for their students. This program is willing to partner with our Brownfields program to provide
potential practical engineering experience for their students in the area of environmental
services.

3¢. Partnerships with Community Organizations (10 Points)
3ci Community Organization Description & Role (5 of 10 Peints):

m Central Iron Range Initiative (CIR]): This community organization was crcated to
promote economic development, job creation, and wise coordinated and comprehensive planning
of the Central Iron Range and its multiple communities. This group will coordinate and
implement community communications and meetings for the Coalition. CIRI has provided
leadership on the brownfields issue in this area by creating a Central Iron Range Brownfields
program and obtaining grant funding from the Iron Range Resources agency to inventory and
organize data on browntield sites in the coalition assessment arca.

m Laurentian Vision Partership: This regional Coalition includes stakeholders focused
on promoting the development of productive, post-mining landscapes on the Mesabi Iron Range
by cooperating in preserving lands necessary to sustain current and future mining; promoting
landscape options for post mining uses; identifying and discussing new development
opportunities; and providing the tools to achieve these goals. This group shares GIS land use
database information with the Coalition and can assist with facilitating informational meetings
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and education about brownfield site assessment, cleanup, and redevelopment. They can also help
obtain community feedback on proposed assessment sites.

m Minnesota Brownfields Program; This non-profit state-wide organization promotes,
through education, research, and partnerships, the efficient cleanup and reuse of contaminated
land as a means of generating economic pgrowth, strengthening communities and enabling
sustainable land use and development. They are willing to support our Coalition’s efforts to
identify and prioritize key sites for cleanup and redevelopment.

w The Northspan Group, inc.: This non-profit economic and community development
organization maintains an online economic development portal and regional “Sites and
Buildings” database for Northeastern Minnesota and the Iron Range area. They will assist this
program by listing appropriate commercial properties that have had successful environmental
assessment work completed in this database to be marketed for the area on this this website.

m Minnesotq Power. This organization plays a significant role in economic development
in this region as a funding partner and technical partner as well as an energy provider. During
Phase II investigations, they can plan a key role in end usc planning for large commercial and
industrial developments.

3cii Letters of Commitment (5 of 10 Points): A letter of commitment from each of the
organizations listed in the previous tables is included in Attachment D) of this application.

4. PROJECT BENEFITS (25 Points)

4a. Health and/or Welfare and Environment (10 Points)

dai — Health and/or Welfare Benefits (5 of 10 Points): Properly identifying soil
contamination before a construction project begins allows time for planning the best means for
managing or treating the problem before disturbing the site. Some projects may be a sites in
close proximity to residential areas or slated for development of new residential sites. The need
to perform well-designed studies of sites prior to a residential development is well known to the
City of Virginia, Minnesota, as they have successfully redeveloped a former mine site with real
human health risks into a new residential subdivision using EPA brownfield funding along with
State of Minnesota brownfield funding.

Groundwater and surface water are very closely connected in the assessment area and
many former ming pits are now lakes with direct connection to the regional aquifer. Using
quality site investigation data to assess the risk to groundwater and surface water created by
brownfield sites will aid communities in protecting this sole source of drinking water. Ensuring
that safe drinking water is available [rom groundwater or surface water is an important aspect of
asscssing area sites; however, completing adcquate groundwater sampling to assess a target
property is a significant undertaking and is generally avoided,

Sensitive populations. ldentifying and assessing brownfields is the first step in improving
the environment, moving toward cleaning up the sites that pose an elevated health risk. Any
elevated environmental health risk disproportionately affects our elderly population, which has
already been shown to be disproportionately high in the Coalition area.

Housing challenges. Assessing environmental limitations is a preliminary step to freeing
up reusable land to cxpand our limited and aging housing stock.

Transportation challenges. Fxpanding the local housing stock will reduce the amount of
people on the roads commuting to the Iron Range to work. This results in fewer car accidents and
reduced commuting time for workers.
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Fugitive dust. Cleaning up and redeveloping abandoned mining land will provide an
overall reduction in fugitive dust. thereby improving/maintaining air quality in the region and
reducing health risks, especially for older people whose immune systems may be less than
optimal.

4aii — Environmental Benefits (5 of 10 Points); Historical mine-scarred lands have an
overall negative effect on water quality in that old stockpiles and mine pits were abandoned prior
to the mine land reclamation rules. Many of these areas remain largely un-vegetated with steep
slopes and poor erosion control. The IRRRB operates the Mine Land Reclamation Program to
vegetate, grade, and enhance these old mining features, but the inventory of lands requiting
reclamation is large. Through well-planned redevelopment and using greenspace and storm water
controls, the impact to the watershed will be improved. This Brownfields assessment program is
a key component of mine land reclamation efforts.

4b. Environmental Benefits from Infrastructure Reuse/Sustainable Reuse (8 Points)

4bi — Planning, Policies, and Other Tools (5 of 8 Points): Laurentian Vision is a
program of the IRRRB, a state agency; its stated mission is to transform pits and piles into lakes
and landscapes. This organization, one of the key supporters of our Coalition, was created
expressly to initiate planning of opportunities to reuse our local natural resources.

Beneficial reuse of tailings ponds by scram mining uses something that was previously
treated as a waste, changing it into something of value. At the time when the tailings ponds were
created, there were no standards for reclaiming the land. The 1980 Mine land Reclamation rules
require a higher environmental standard for mine closures, Once the tailings ponds are re-mined,
the scram mining company will need to adhere to a higher level of environmental standards for
mine closures,

Minnesota Housing Finance Agency provides funding for housing in Minnesota, as part
of their requirements for funding, each project must include energy-efficient appliances and
HVAC systems. Any affordable housing projects that are built on brownfields sites will be
required to adhere to those requirements.

On the Range, a regional power utility company in northeast Minnesota is endeavoring to
meet a goal of creating 1/3 of their energy generating capacity being renewable, They are doing
this by building a wind turbine farm, converting coal generators to natural gas, and burning wood
instead of coal (biomass power). In the case of one of the recently assessed sites from our 2011
EPA assessment grant, the MeCahill property is being considered for a potential solar panel
farm.

Development close to the new and existing industrial (acilities that employ the majority
of workers in the area helps keeps workers ¢lose to home, thereby minimizing long-range
commuting on limited highways and roads in the area. By redeveloping properties in the existing
communities, existing infrastructures such as roads, water and sewer can be used instead of
developing new ones on undeveloped area. This strategy presents a more sustainable use of the
land and existing infrastructure in the arsa, Additionally, new disturbances and associated
erosion or loss of forests on undeveloped lands outside the area is minimized, creating another
environmental benefit to reusing existing, disturbed lands.

4bii — Integrating Equitable Development or Livability Principles (3 of 8 Points):
Supporting more residential and commercial development in the assessment area will increase
the tax basc by bolstering investment in the local communities. Without a means to effectively
address brownficlds concerns, business owners and developers are likely 10 avoid the area to the
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detriment of the local assessment area communities and their economies which will continue 1o
suffer.

Infrastructure projects that may have been stalled or experienced costly detours around
suspect contaminated sites, can use the assessment program to investigate and develop plans to
manage brownfield contamination issues while helping to keep the infrastructure projects on
track. There has already been significant investment in popular recreational trails and parks in
some of thc communities. One example of an interesting development use of old abandoned
mine land is the historical interpretive center in Chisholm called Minnesota Discovery Center
(MDC, formerly Ironworld Discovery Center) which overlooks one of the historical mine pits
and sits atop an old, abandoned underground mine. The MDC facility includes outdoor displays
on mining equipment, history, and technology. Amenities such as these are an important attribute
to the area by helping to establish features that build community attractiveness while offering
local green spaces and recreational opportunities. Expanding on these features would require
additional site assessment work that could be aided by the assessment project -yet another way in
which the assessment project can provide economic benefit to the assessment area.

Population Changes. Redeveloping land to attract new industry increases economic
opportunities which allow people to stay here to make their living and/or move here to do the
same. Retaining our working population is a critical factor in economic development.

High unemployment rares. Attracting new industry by having usable land can enly
improve unemployment rates, The first step in creating usable land from historic mine-scarred
land is the environmental assessment process.

Long commutes to work. Lack of adequate housing is causing many workers to endure
the expensive hardship of a long commute from communities outside the region. As we work
toward freeing up land for new housing, people will have the ability to choose to live closer to
work.

4c. Economic and Community Bencfits (long-term benefits) (7 Points)

4ci — Economic or Non-Economic Benefits (5 Points): Attracting businesses is a key
activity for the Coalition communities’ economic development efforts. These businesses will
create new jobs which will attract employees who want to live in the community. This will
expand the tax base and increase/maintain school populations, both of which are long-term
benefits of a brownfields assessment. By removing some of the risk and/or cost of development,
more businesses will find locating on the Iron Range appealing.

4cii — Job Creation Potential: Partnerships with Workforce Development Programs (2
of 7 Points): The Iron Range Engineering (IRE) program (http://www.ire. mnscu.edu/) from
Mesabi Range Community & Technical College partners with local engineering firms to provide
meaningful engineering projects for their students to attain practical engineering experience. This
program is a great fit with the CIRI Brownfields Program, potentially providing students with
experience in the environmental engineering services area of practice. The CIRI Brownfields
Program will work with the IRE Program to identify opportunities to develop an informal
mentoring program with the environmental consultants involved in this program.

5. PROGRAMMATIC CAPABILITY AND PAST PERFORM.

A\NCE. (40 Points)

5a. Programmatic Capability (28 Points)
The City of Virginia has a solid track record on the use of both state and federal loans and
grants. The Virginia City Administrator, Mr. John Tourville, will work closely with EPA Region
V staff and the Project Director to ensure proper contractual services procurement and

CIRI Brownfields Program Coalition — EPA Assessment Grant — Narrative 14



performance of the technical work, These individuals will be knowledgeable of the cooperative
agreement executed by the City of Virginia,

The city of Virginia (the grant applicant) has successfully managed federal funding for
infrastructure projects. The City of Virginia Enterprise Mine Redevelopment project used an
EPA Brownfield Assessment Pilot to accomplish residential and commercial redevelopment
beginning in 2001, Virginia has also used Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic
Development (DEED) Contamination Cleanup dollars to successfully investigate and cleanup a
former gas manufacturing plant resulting in the creation of new commercial development space.

The CIRI Brownfields Program will be a key resource to assist the Coalition with its
programmatic implementation and public involvement activities. CIRI is a ten-year-old statutory
501¢3 nonprofit organization comprised of all of the Coalition member communities, regional
and state government agencies, community members, private business and mining industry
members. CIRI has successfully managed grant-funded projects through the State of Minnesota,
Blandin Foundation and the IRRRB.

Key human assets for this project will include Virginia’s City Administrator, Virginia’s
Finance Director, the CIRI Brownfields Coalition Project Director, CIRI’s Brownfields Program
Advisory Board, and the environmental consultants. The City Administrator will be responsible
for overseeing the grant administration, including the procurement of the consultants. The City
Finance Director will make sure all invoices are processed appropriately. The Project Director
will coordinate the efforts of the environmental consultants, the CIRI Brownfields Board, and
provide grant reporting, budget oversight, and coordinate community outreach and
communication efforts. The Environmental Consultants will provide the assessment and
environmental reporting and planning services, The CIRI Advisory Board will facilitate the site
selection process. The team we created for the last assessment grant worked well together and
made significant progress toward addressing our brownfields challenges. We are confident our
new tcam can continue to do the same,

5b. Audit Findings (2 Points)

Findings of OMB circular A-133 for the City of Virginia have been positive and the City

has never been required to comply with any high risk terms and conditions,
3c. Past Performance and Accomplishments (10 Points)
5ci. Currently or Has Ever Received and EPA Brownfields Grant (10 Points):

5cil — Compliance with grant requirements (5 of 10 Points):

Grant reporting was done on a consistent and timely basis and the ACRES database was kept up-
to-date. All funds were effectively and appropriate expended.

5¢i2 — Accomplishments (5 of 10 Points): The CIRI Brownfields Program received
$726,500 under the 2011 EPA Brownfields Assessment grant. The environmental consultants
completed 14 Phase [ assessments, and 11 Phase II assessments. Of the 14 properties that
received assessments, 3 of them were residential projects, 6 were industrials projects, 4 were
commercial ventures, and 1 was a recreational project. All fourteen have development plans and
are poised to move forward in their development because environmental limitations have been
removed. The development of one of the industrial projects is complete, at full production and
providing full-time local employment,

Another gignificant accomplish of the last grant program is having 6 new communities
join the Coalition. These communities saw the benefits of the Brownfields assessment program
in their neighboring communities and realized the benefit this program could provide for them.
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Appendix 3
Assessment Other Factors Checklist

Name of Applicant: M (?f l{r&ifuﬂ»; /N

Please identify (with an X) wl{ich, if any of thgbelow items apply to your community or your
project as described in your proposal, To be considered for an Other Factor, you must include
the page number where each applicable factor is discussed in your proposal. EPA will verify
these disclosures prior to selection and may consider this information during the selection
process. If this information is not ¢learly discussed in your narrative proposal or in any other
attachments, it will not be considered during the selection process,

Targeted brownfield sites are contaminated with controlled substances.

Other Factor Page #
¥ | Community population is 10,000 or less. 2
Federally recognized Indian tribe.
United States territory.
Applicant will assist a Tribe or territory.
X| Targeted brownfield sites are impacted by mine-scarred land. f=4 (3=1Y

Recent natural disaster(s) (2006 or later) occurred within community, causing
significant community economic and environmental distress.

Project is primarily focusing on Phase IT assessments,

Applicant demonstrates firm leveraging commitments for facilitating browntield
project completion by identifying amounts and contributors of funding in the
proposal and have included documentation.

Community experienced manufacturing plant/power plant closure(s) (2008 or
later} tied to the targeted brownfield sites or project area, including communities
experiencing auto plant/power plant closures due to bankruptcy or economic
disruptions.

Recent (2008 or later) significant economic disruption (unrelated to a natural
disaster or manufacturing/auto plant/power plant closure) has occurred within
community, resulting in a significant percentage loss of community jobs and tax
hase.

Applicant is one of the 12 recipients, or a core partner/implementation strategy
party, of a “manufacturing community” designation provided by the Economic
Development Administration (EDA) under the Investing in Manufacturing
Communities Partnership (IMCP). To be considered, applicants must clearly
demonstrate in the proposal the nexus between their IMCP designation and
the Brownfield activities. Additionally, applicants must attach
documentation which demonstrate either designation as one of the 12
recipients, or relevant pages from a recipient’s IMCP proposal which
lists/describes the core partners and implementation strategy parties. A core
partner/implementation strategy party is a local partner organization/jurisdiction
that will carry out the proposed strategy, as demonstrated in letters of
commitment or memoranda of understanding which documents their
contributions, roles, and responsibilities to the partnership. EDA may provide to

59
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| .CIRI:Brownficlds Propram — EPA Assessment Grant Application ~ Thireshold Criteria " .|

HEC.1 Applicant Eligibility: The City of Virginia, Minnesota is a general purpose unit of local
government and will serve in the leadership role of the Central Iron Range Initiative (CIRT)
Brownfields Assessment Coalition (Coalition) for this project, The City Administrator, Mr, John
Tourville, has accepted fiscal and reporting responsibility for the project. All the members of this
Coalition are cities or townships located on the Mesabi Iron Range (Iron Range) located in
northeastern Minnesota. Since the early 1940s, when it became evident that an inexhaustible
supply of high-grade iron ore did not exist, the communities of the Iron Range have worked
together for the greater good of the region to plan for and promote economic diversity for the
region’s future generations. From an economic development perspective, the Iron Range is
fundamentally considered to be one large community comprised of many cities and towns
sharing common economic and social conditions. A rehabilitation program benefiting any one
area of this community would be a benefit to all (Former MN Governor Harold Stasson,

1941). With this philosophy as an underpinning, Iron Range communities have worked in
collaboration on many successful economic development initiatives over the decades the 1940s,
A need to reuse brownfields has emerged as important 1o allow for growth and redevelopment in
OUr communities,

The following table lists all members of the Coalition. The Coalition members listed on
the left side of the following table have identified brownfield sites ready to be assessed and have
provided letters of commitment, stating their desire to participate in this program if funding is
awarded. The members of the Coalition on the right do not have the needed in-house expertise
required to properly identify and inventory their brownfield sites and will need assistance with
this process. Each member of the coalition is an organized city or township and their resolutions
and letters of commitment are included in Attachment H of this application.

"Central Iron Ral{ge Initiative Brownficlds Assessment Coalition Communities

Identified sites ready for assessment Need assmtfmce identifying sites
, , needing assessment
Bovey City, MN | Member lAurora City, MN New Member
Buhl City, MN | Member Babbitt City, MN New Member
Chisholm City, MN | Member Balkan Township, MN T Member
Coleraine City, MN | Member Biwabik City, MN New Member
Eveleth City, MN Member Cook City, MN New Member
Gilbert City, MN Member Ely City, MN New Member
Keewatin City, MN Member Hoyt Lakes City, MN New Member
Nashwauk City, MN Member Lone Pine Township, MN Member
Virginia City, MN Apphcant Marble City, MN Member
y Tacanite City, MN Member




II1.C.2 Letter from the State or Tribal Environmental Authority: A letter from the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency acknowledging notification of the Coalition's intent to
submit an application to the EPA for a Brownfields Asscssment grant is included in Attachment
B of this application.

I.C.3 Community Involvement: The Central Iron Range Initiative (CIRT) will continue to
serve as the advisory board for the Coalition’s assessment program. CIRI is a community
collaborative that is literally and figuratively changing the landscape of the region (cirimn.com).
There is a Brownfields Program tab on the home page of CIRI’s website where community
outreach and program updates can be accessed by community and program stakeholders.

The CIRI Brownfields Program, as a coalition of 15 communities, was tremendously
successful in the first grant program (2011), assessing a variety of sites within the assessment
area, effectively investing EPA funds, meeting the goals of the Coalition and the goals of the
EPA Brownfields Program. Some of this success can be attributed to being able to tap into the
pre-existing intercommunity infrastructure of community leaders on the Iron Range. The CIRI
Brownfields Program effectively used existing community partnerships, helping the coalition in
its cooperative efforts to improve our region.

The current Coalition has grown to include 19 communities and continues to consider
community outreach a crucial component to the overall success and gxpansion of the CIRI
Brownfields Program.
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Letter from the State Environmental Authority



Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

320 Lafayette Road Morth | St.Paul, Minncsota S5155-4194 | 651-206-6300

BOG-G57-3864 | 651-282-5342 TTY | wwwiastatemnis | Faual Opportunity Employer

December 16, 2014

Mr, John Tourville

City Administrator

City of Virginia

327 First Street South
Virginia, MN 55792-2623

RE: Central Iron Range Initiative FY2015 Brownfield Coalition Assessment Grant Application
FY2015 Letter of Support from the MPCA's Brownfield Programs

Dear Mr. Taurville;

On behalf of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), we are writing to acknowledge and
support the City of Virginia’s proposed assessment activities in fulfillment of the criteria of the United
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Fiscal Year 2015 Brownfields Coalition Assessment Grant
application guidelines,

The City of Virginia has informed the MPCA that they intend to canduct petroleumn and hazardous
substances assessment activities on sites throughout the city, The City of Virginia intends to focus the
assessment activities within 22 communities that have joined the Central Iron Range Initiatives
Brownfields Program Coalition,

The City of Virginia has shown that they can work closely with the MPCA to successfully complete
Brownfields projects. The MPCA is supportive of the City of Virginia's application for the Brownfields
Coalition Assessment Grants. Should the grant be awarded, the MPCA will continue its partnerships with
the City of Virginia to help them revitalize the environmental and economic climate in the city,

If you have any questions, please call Shanna Schmitt at 651-757-2697 (shanna.schmitt@state.mn.us) or
Stacey Hendry-Van Patten at 651-757-2425 (stacey varpatten@state.mn.us).

Sincerely, .
—
Shanna Schmitt, P.G. Sgacey Hendry-Van Patien
Hydrogeologist ()m Program Administrator
Site Remediation & Redevelopment Section Petroleum Remediation & Redevelopment Section
Remediation Division Remediation Division

55/SHV:Is

cc: Keary Cragan, EPA Region 5



Attachment C

Documentation of applicant eligibility if other than city, county,
state, or tribe

N/A



Attachment D

Letters of commitment from all community organizations
identified in the community engagement and partnerships
ranking criteria

Governmental Organizations

Iron Range Resources & Rehabilitation Board
Itasca County Environmental Services
Iron Range Engineering - MN State Colleges & Universities
St. Louis County Environmental Services
Western Mesabi Mine Planning Board

Non-Governmental Organizations

Central Iron Range Initiative
Laurentian Vision Partnership
Minnesota Brownfields
Minnesota Power
The Northspan Group



TR S

Iron Range Resources &
Rehabilitation Roard

December 10, 2014

Mrs. Edie Findeis Cromwel]
Environmental Management Support, Inc.
8601 Georgia Avenue, Suite 500

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Mrs, Cromwell:

Please accept this letter in support of the Central Iron Range Assessment Coalition (the Coalition) and
their multi-community U.8, Environmental Protection Agency Brownfields Assessment Grant
Application.

Current and future Minnesota mine lands are regulated under State environmental statutes, rules and ,
permitting. Therefore, these sites will not pose brownfield concerns. However, the first 100 years of
mining occurred before the 1980 reclamation statutes were enacted, and these lands encompass vast areas
of our region, These mine lands fall under the EPA’s definition of a brownfield, and are eligible under
the Assessment and Cleanup Grant programs, EPA’s programs are impottant to providing an
opportunity for the future use of these lands, and will offer sustainability and growth opportunities for our
communities.

It is crucial to the economies of the Iron Range, State of Minnesota, the Midwest and the entire United
States of America, that current mining and future mineral deposits are protected and preserved for mining.
Mining must occur where the minerals exist, and these lands must not be impacted by developments that
preclude the nation’s access to these critical resources. There is a 100-mile long, but very narrow “Iron
Formatjon,” where the valuable iron ore and taconite mineral deposits are located. Along this stretch of
land are also the numerous cities and communities that make up the region in northeastern Minnesota
known as the Mesabi Iron Range. Due to the strategic role these natural resources play, preserving “Iron
Formation™ lands for future mining is imperative, but the local communities must be allowed to grow and
prosper as well. These two objectives can provide a venue for land-use conflicts, this grant will mitigate
the problem by providing brownfield sites that communities can safely use for redevelopment,
Approving the Iron Range Assessment Coalition grant is the first step in creating opportunities for future
community development within our Iron Range communities.

The Coalition, made up of Iron Range cities and townships will work together on this project. The City
of Virginia will act as fiscal agent. Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation Board (IRRRB) has
awarded the Central lron Range Assessment Coalition a Commercial Redevelopment Grant of $54,800,
[n addition, this Coalition proved its capabilitics to successfully completing an initial $726,500 EPA
Brownfield Assessment Grant in 2014.

Iron Range Resources &
Rehabilitation Board
F.O. Box 441

Eveleth, MN 55734-0441
(218) 735-3000

An Equal Opportunity Employer IRRRE.org

N T



This grant will leverage funds to enable the Coalition to welcome new additional members to continue to
maintain and expand a GIS database, conduct site selection and planning, and implement data
management. Additionally, the Coalition will work with local governing units to identify sites, maintain a
website, perform accounting and grant compliance, attend meetings, prepare documents and overalt
administration. This work could have a major impact on the future of community and economic
development in the region.

Since the late 1990°s we have worked with Coalition member communities and the Minnesota Poltution
Control Agency on the assessment, cleanup and redevelopment of numerous Brownfield sites. The
Coalition member communities have shown that they can work together well to successfully complete
Brownfield projects.

IRRRB is a State of Minnesota economic development agency whose mission is to promote and invest in
business, community and workforce development for the betterment of northeastern Minnesota. Re-use
of Brownfield sites as commercial, residential, recreational or green space will further our efforts to create
Jobs and increase tax base in sustainable communities across the region, These projects also mitigate
potential health or environmental risks and use existing or new infrastructure to reduce urban sprawl,
thereby creating opportunities for Smart Growth in communities.

Thank you for your consideration of this Brownficld Assessment Grant Application, We will continue to
work in partnership with the Coalition to revitalize the communities, the economy and the environment of
northeastern Minnesota’s Iron Range region.  If you have any questions, please call Laurentian Vision
Partnership Coordinator Jim Plummer, or Executive Director of Development Steve Peterson at 1-800-

765-5043,

Sincerely,
/,g (oA

Tony Settich
Commissioner



ITASCA COUNTY

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
Zoning/Solid Waste
1tasca County Courthouse
123 N.E. 4th Street
GRAND RAPIDS, MINNESOTA 55744-2600
Office (218) 327-2857

Fax (218} 327-7331
WWw.co.itagea,mn.us

December 10, 2014

Mr., John Tourville

City Administrator

City of Virginia, Minnesota
327 1" Street South
Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr, Tourville,

Itasea County Envivonmental Services includes the offices of solid waste, planning and zoning. Please
accept this letter in support of your efforts to redevelop brownficlds as commergial industrial, residential
and green space across the [ron Range.

The history of cooperation among the Brownfields Coalition members, that spanned both $t. Lonis and
Itasca Counties during the 2011 to 2014 US Environmental Protection Agencies Brownfields Assessinent
Gramt cycle, is encouraging for the future of intelligent economic development in our region. Many of
the communities in Itasca County are currently engaged in a comprehensive planning process making the
timing of this brownfield redevelopment perfect to further the discussion of mitigating potential
environmental health threats and contributing to sustainable, healthy communitics through
redevelopment.

Plense consider keep us involved in your efforts and don’t hesitate 10 contact me with questions or for
suppert.

Sincerely,

an Swenson
Environmental Services Administrator

Ce: Kevin Z. Gray, County Administrator, St. Louis County
Barbara Hayden, Director, 5t. Louis County Planning and Development Department
Scott Allison, Chairman Central jron Range initiative

Equal Opportunity Employer



December 15, 2014

Iron Range Engineering Letter of Commitment to the CIRI Brownfields Program

It is my pleasure to commit Iron Range Engineering to the CIRI Brownfields Program. Our IRE
program partners with local engineering firms to provide meaningful engineering projects for
students to attain practical engineering experience, This accomplishes the following important
objectives:

a.  Students gain experience in specific areas of engineering which can help them
determine their specific career interests.

b.  Students gain experience working with local engineering firms, which can help
them determine if a position with that specific firm would be a good employment fit.

c.  local engineering firms gain working experience with the student, which can help
them determine if offering a permanent position to the student would be a good fit.

d. By bringing future engineers together with local potential employers of those
engineers, we are endeavoring to keep our engineering talent residing and working in
our communities.
Specifically, our program would appreciate partnering with the CIRI Brownfields Program to
provide students with experience in the environmental engineering services area of practice.

The IRE areas of commitment include:

a.  We will work with the CIRI Brownfields Coalition to identify opportunities to
develop an informal mentoring program with the environmental consultants involved in
this program.

b. We will be willing to participate in CIRI Brownfields Coalition meetings, as
appropriate, presenting information regarding the partnership as requested.

The following is a link to a short video about our program: http://www.ire.mnscu.edu/

Sinceraly,

Dousld B Wacté

Ronald R. Ulseth, P.E.
Instructor and Co- Director, Iron Range Engineering
ron.uiseth@ire.mnscu.edu

Tel: (218) 258-9782 1001 Chestnut St. W.
Fox: (218} 742-8169 Virginia, MN 55792



Saint L.ouis County

Environmental Services Department « 307 First Street South, Sute 115 « Virginia, MN 565792
Phone:(218)749-9703 or 1-800-450-0278 + Fax: {218)748-0650 Email: sttawrencem@stiouiscountymn.gov

Mark St. Lawraence
Director

December 15, 2014

Ms. Edie Findreis Cromwell
Environmental Management Support, Inc,
3601 Georgia Avenug, Suite 500

Sitver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Cromwel!

8t. Louis County continues to support the efforts of the Iron Range Brownfield Coalition. The
cooperation of the Coalition communities, $t, Louis and Itasca counties. and other supporting economic
development entities al} organized through the Central Iron Range Initiative is clearly a model for
achicving successful economic development and cnvironmental impravement outcomes. Projects
completed during the last several years, including the Alice Location in Eveloth and the Staver Foundry
in Virginia, have eliminated blight, cleaned up the environment and are resulting in real economic
development,

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesota, will be the Fiscal Agent on the 2015 U S,
Environmental Protection Agency's Brownfield Assessment Grant and will submit the grant
application on behatf of the Coalition.

Please consider 5t. Louis County an active Coalition partner ready to provide project support
when needed. Please contact me at (218) 749-0647 if 1 can be of further assistance,

Sincerely,

I Aol

Mark St. Lawrence
Dirvector, 5t. Lonjs Cowaty Environmental Services Departinent

Ce: John Tourville, City Administrator, Ciry of Virginia
Scott Allison, Chairman, Central ron Range Initiative
Kevin Z. Gray, County Administrator, St. Louis County
Barbara Hayden, Dircetot, 8t. Louis County Planning and Community Development Departiment

"Maximizing the potential of St Louis Counly's emplayees while
providing therm with a safe and healthful workplace”



Western Mesabi Mine Planning Board

P.0. Box 166
Bovey, MN 55709 A0

Resolution Regarding Brownfields Coalition

WHEREAS the Western Mesabi Mine Planning Board (WMMPB) is a Minnesota Joint powers board comprised of
fourteen local government units on the western part of the Mesabi Iron Range, and

WHEREAS the Virginia City Administrator is preparing to submit by December 19, 2014 a brownfield assessmont
grant application 1o the US Enviromunental Protection Agency on behalf of the Central Iron Ranpe brownfield
coalition, for which the City of Virginia, Minnesata, will be the fiscal agent. if the grant application is approved, and
WHEREAS WMMPB as a joint powers board acts in the interests of its members mcluding the objectives and
purposes for which WMMPB was formed including for enviroumental protection and orderly development of public
and private lands; to protect said lands from uncontrolled and unplanmed development, pollution or degradation
through the preparation and adoption of comprehensive local plans and ordinances; to provide for the recreational use
of said lands; and to identify areas of high future mining potential and to preserve these lands for fature mining
opportunities, and

WHEREAS WMMPB feels that the brownfields grant can done in a manner that is consistent with WMMPB's
objectives and should be supported,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Western Mesabi Mine Planning Board will be a member of the
Central Tron Range Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coalition (the Coalition) created as a collaboration of local
government entitics for the purpose of secking and implementing a US EPA Brownficld Assessment (irant;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that WMMPB supports the US EPA Brownficld Assessment grant application
which will be submitted to the US EPA on or before December 19, 2014 by the City of Virginia, Minnesota, as fiscal
agent on behalf of the Coalition, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval by the EPA of the Coalition’s application, WMMPB may enter
into an appropriate Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia with regard to the above-referenced
collaborative brownfield asscssment project and wilt comply with applicable laws and regulations and with
provisions of such Memorandum of Understanding into which it enters, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chair of WMMPB is hereby authorized 10 execute such agreements as are
necessary to implement the project(s) on behalf of WMMPB.

The above resolution was adopted by the Western Mesabi Mine Planning Boards on December 11, 2014,

SIGNED:
runt, r *Em-fw, ats NI o
A, Jolot Povwers Board Officers: Stafr:
Arbo Townghip City of Grand Rapids  Lone Pine Township Leo Tront, Chair R.I). Learmant, Interim
City of Bovey Greenway Townghip City of Marhie David Lotti, Vice Chair  Coordinator
City of Calumet Itasca County City of Nashwauk Carter Pettersen, Deborah Rantala,
City of Cohasset City of Keewalin Trout ].ake Township Secretary/Treasurey Recording Secy/Treasurer

City of Coleraine City of LaPrairie e-mnail 1o: dlearmon(@27.net



Western Mesabi Mine Tlimning Board

P.0. Box 166
Bovey, MN 55709 o

December 11, 2014

Mr. John Tourville, Administrator
City of Virginia

327 1* Street South

Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr, Tourville;

This letter confirms that the Western Mesabi Mine Planning Board (WMMPB), 2 Minnesota Jjoint powers board
comprised of fourteen local government units on the western part of the Mesabi Iron Range, has resolved 1o support
and participate in the Central Iron Range Brownfield Coalition assessment grant application to the US Environmental
Protection Agency. We understand that the City of Virginia, Minacsota, will be the coalition leader for this project
and will submit the grant application an behalf of the Coalition on or before December 19, 2014,

WMME'B is prepared to serve as a resource for the brownfield coalition and for WMMPB members, if the grant is
awarded, including those who are coalition members, in defining areas with potential that are appropriate for
brownfield assessments and to advise the Coalition and its members about Jand areas that are planned for mining or
that may hold significant firture potential for mining that would therefore not be objectives of the project. Some
WMMPB members have sites which may become part of the assessmemnt process snd WMMPB may be able to also
assist in identifying such sites.

Thank you to the City of Virginia for willingness to serve as fiscal agent for the brownfields grant and, ultimately, to
the U.S. EPA for consideration of this brownfield asscssment grant application. WMMPB and its members are
pleased to work in partnership with the Central Iron Range Brownfield Coalition to revitalize the communities, the
ecanomy, and the cnvironment of Northeastern Minnesota’s Iron Range region. Please contact me or WMMPR's
coordinator if you have any questions and as contact people for the program.

o Lw”j/’—
Leo Trunt, Chair
A Joint Powers Board Offtcers: Staff:
Arbo Township City of Grand Rapids  Lone Pinc Township Leo Trunt, Chair R.D. Learmont, Tntermn
City of Bavey Greenway Township City of Marble David Lotti, Vice Chair  Coordinater
City of Calumet Itasca County City of Nashwauk Carier Pettersen, Debotah Rantala,
City of Cohasset City of Keewatin Trout Lake Township Secretary/I'reasurer Recording Secr/Treasurer

City of Coleraing City of LaFrairie e-mail t0: dlearmon(@2r net



CENTRAL IRON RANGE ININATIVE

December 15, 2014

Mrs, Edie Findets Cromwaell
Environmental Management Suppart, Ine.
8601 Georgia Avenue, Suite 500

Silver Springs, MD 20910

Dear Mrs, Cromwell,

This letter confirms that the Central Iron Range Initiative (CIRI) supports the Centrat fron Range Initiative Brownfields
Coalition (Coalition) assessment grant application to the U$ Environmental Protection Agency. We understand that the City of

Virginia will be the Coalition leader and will submit the

submitted on or before December 19, 2014,
If the grant is awarded, CIRT will be prepared to coordinate and implement comimunity communications and
meetings for the Coalition. CIRI has provided leadership on the previous brownfield grant program implementation
by «reating the original Central Iron Range Brownfields Coalition and obtaining grant money from the Iron Range
Resources & Rehabilitation Board (IRRRB) to organize the original effort to inventory and organize data on the

brownfields sites in the Coalition assessment area.

grant application on behalf of the Coalition, The application will be

CIRJ will continue cfforts to provids technical essistance and to assist in establishing priorities within and between the
Coalttion communities. CIRI has a meeting forum to share information as wel! as to sssist in scheduling site assessment work. Our
official CIRI web site will continue to be avatluble (o post up-to-date information un a profect by project basis. Those communities
listed in the right hand column do not have technical assistance available to them. By working together we can share information

among all members.

Identified sites ready for assessment

Central Iron Range Brownfields Coalition Communities

Need asvistance identifying sites needing assessment

City of Virginia. MN Applicant City of Hoyt Lakes, MN New Member
City of Chisholm, MN Member City of Taconite, MN Member

City of Eveleth, MN Member City of Babbitt, MN New Member
City of Buhl, MN Member Cily of Biwabik, MN New Member
City of Coleraine, MN Member Township of Lone Ping, MN | Member

City of Nashwauk, MN Member City of Cool, MIN New Member
Cily of Ely, MN Mew Member City of Aurora, MN New Member
City of Keewatin, MN Member Township of Balkan, MN Member

City of Gilberr, MN Member City of Marble, MN Member

City of Bovey, MN Member

Thank you for your consideration of this Brownfields Assessment Grant Application. We are pleased to continue to work in
parinership with the Centra) Iron Range [nitiative Brownfields Coalition to revitalize the communities, the economy and the

et of Nofheastern Minnesota’s [ron Range Region. Please contact me at 218-969-5192 if you have any questions..




kas and landscapas

December 5, 2014

Mrs. Edle Findeis Cromwel
Environmental Management Support, Inc.
8601 Georgia Avenue, Suite 500

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Mrs. Cromwell:

Please accept this letter from Laurentian Vision Partnership in support of the Central iron Range
Brownfields Assessment Coalition (the Coalition) and their multi-community U.5. Environmental
Protection Agency Brownfield Assessment Grant Application.

Laurentian Vislan Partnership is a coalition of mining, business, government, education, professional
and community interests representing all parts of the Iron Range, which promotes sustainable mining
and the reshaping of mining sites into productive future landscapes. it facilitates discussion and
decision making among all interests, and it helps identify lands for economic, recreation, and resource
uses that meet mining and community goals.

Laurentian Vislon Partnership’s mission is to!

Preserve lands necessary to sustain current and future mining
Promote landscape options for post mining uses

Identifying and discussing new development opportunities.
Providing the tools to achieve these goals.

The Brownfield Assessment Grant will enable petroleum and hazardous substance assessment activities
on sites In communities across northeastern Minnesota’s Iron Range, with an emphasis on historical
mine land. Past, current and future mining operations limit the amount of land avallable for
development In Iron Range communities. It Is essential that these Brownfield sites become available
for redevelopment.

Based on Laurentian Vision Partnership’s ongoing and direct relationship with the Coalition and the
successful completion of a EPA brownfield coalition assessment grant from 2011 through 2014, we are
confldent they will make this project a success. The City of Virginia will be the fiscal agent and has
experience acting in this capacity, The Coalition member communities have shown that they can work
together closely to successfully complete Brownfield projects.

The re-use of Brownfield sites as commerclal, residential, recreational or green space, as already proven
with the successful grant 2011 to 2014, will continue to further our efforts to create Jobs and increase



tax base in sustainable communities across the region, These projects also mitigate potentiat health or
environmental risks and use existing or new infrastructure to reduce urban sprawl, thereby creating
apportunities for Smart Growth in communities.

Thank you for your consideration of this Brownfield Assessment Grant Application. We wilt continue to
work in partnership with the Coalition to revitalize the communities, the economy and the environment
of northeastern Minnesota's Iron Range region.  If you have any questians, please call me at (218) 274-
7006. Thank you.

Sincerely,

DN PN

Jim Plummer, :
Laurentian Vision Partnership Coordinator



MinnesotaBrownfields

December 15, 2014

Mr. lghn Tourvifle

City Administrator

City of Virginia, Minnesota
327 1% Street South
Virginia, MN 55792

RE: FY15 EPA Brownfield Coalition Assessment Grant Proposal
Dear Mr, Tourville:

This letter expresses Minnesota Brownfields support of the Coalition Grant Proposal by
communities along Minnesota’s Mesabi Iron Range frorn Coleraine to Ely for $600,000 in U.5.
Environmental Protection Agency (EFA} Brownfield Coalition Assessment funds,

Minnesota Brownfields’ is a 501¢2 non-profit organization. Qur mission is to promote, through
education, research, and partnerships, the efficient cleanup and reuse of contaminated land as a
means of generating economic growth, strengthening communities and enabling sustainable
land use and development. In partnership with Kansas State University and the EPA’s Technical
Assistance to Brownfields Communities (TAB) program, we assist Minnesota communities in
navigating the complex cleanup and redevelopment process via brownflelds warkshops and
other on-call local assistance. Through our TAB role, Minnesota Brownfields can support this
coalition of Mesabi Iron Range communities’ efforts to Identify and prioritize key sites for
cleanup and redevelopment.

A prior Coalition Brownfield Assessment project for this area successfully completed,
identifying the need for additional brownfield assessments. Additional EPA Assessment
funds would assist iron Range communities in advancing redevelopment of 3 wide range of
types of sites, removing environmental hazards, creating jobs, and benefitting community
residents. Minnesota Brownfields strangly encourages the award of EPA Assessment funds to
this Mesabi Iron Range community coalition. Please feel free to contact me if you have any
questions at 651-307-4371 or via emnail at: mfaust@ mnbrownfields.org.

Sincerely,

Martha Faust
Executive Director

PO Box 16244 St. Paul, MN 55116 651.307.4371 www.mnbrownfields.org



® . minnesots power /30 wesi superor streed / duluth, minnesota 55802-2093 / 218-722-5642 / www.mnpower.com

December 17, 2014

Ms, Edie Findeis Cromwell

Environmental Management Support, Inc.
8601 Georgia Avenue, Suite 500

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Findeis Cromwell:

Please accept this letter in support of the Central Iron Range Brownfields Assessment Coalition (the Coalition)
and their multi-community U.5. Environmental Protection Agency $600,000 Brownfield Assessment Grant
Application. The Coalition has demonstrated their capacity to use EPA dollars wisely to accomplish the Agency’s
brownfield redevelopment program goals.

As the primary electric service provider to these communities, Minnesota Power is well aware of the limited
industrial property well suited for new development. The Coalition has designed a proactive approach to
evaluating sites and beginning a process that will allow these properties to be put back into active use, The Iron
Range is polsed for growth and needs to have sites ready for development to meet the increasingly short
development timeframes businesses looking to expand in the area demand.

Because of its past success, the Coalition has expanded and is now made up a “Cross Range” of 19 Iron Range
cities and townships working together on this project. The City of Virginia will act as fiscal agent. The Coalition
member communities have shown that they can work together closely to successfully complete Brownfield
projects.

Re-use of Brownfield sites as commercial, residential, recreational or green space will further our efforts to
create jobs and increase tax base in sustainable communities across the region. These projects also mitigate
potential health or environmental risks and use existing or new infrastructure to reduce urban sprawl. We can
play a key role in these projects, especially when it comes to end use planning for redevelopment.

Minnesota Power plays a strong role In regional economic development, having worked successfully in
partnership with the “Cross Range” Coalition to revitalize the communities, the economy, and the environment
of northeastern Minnesota’s Iron Range region. If you have any questions, please call me at (218) 723-3905.
Thank you for your consideration of this Brownfield Assessment Grant Application.

Wy Limern e

Nancy Aronsan Norr
Director — Regional Development

AN/A-.LLETE SO R PA Y



221 West First Street

December 15,2014 Duluth, MN 55802

218-722.5545
Ms. Edie Findeis Cromwell In MN: 1-800-232-0707
Environmental Management Support, Inc. Fax: 218.529-7592

8601 Georgla Avenue, Suite 500 E:mail: info@northspan.org

silver Spring, MD 20910

RE: U.5. Environmental Protection Agency for their FY 2015 Brownfield Assessment Grant Program
Dear Ms.Findeis Cromwell:

Please accept this letter in support of a $600,000, three year grant request by the Iron Range
Brownflelds Assessment Coalition (the Coalition) for a collaborative, multi-community, FY 2015
Brownfield Assessment Grant through the City of Virginia as the Coalition’s Applicant. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) grant funds would be used to assess contamination conditions on exlsting and
former mining sites and other suspected locations for redevelopment and productive reuse of these
lands. This is a follow-on request to a successful past EPA award in which assessment work was
instrurnental in advancing redevelopment of a wide range of sites helping commercial, recreational,

former mineland and proposed residential development sites. More work remains to be completed,

The Northspan Group, Inc, is a private, non-profit development corporation that works on econamic and
community development projects serving our clients and their service areas since 1985, Qur mission is
to improve the economic weil-being or our clients and their service areas. Northspan has professional

staff with expertize in:

*  Business development and finance

*  Community project and funding development

*  Marketing, research and business recruitment and retention

»  Organizational development and strategic planning facilitation

+  Waoarkforce/talent development and retention

Northspan is involved in several economic and community development projects across the iron Range
and understands the need and opportunities associated with the availability of this EPA funding. With
the growth and expansion of existing mining operations and several major new large scale mining and
other development projects being planned or under construction, redevelopment of Brownfield sites
will be critical to addressing future land development needs of various types, That's why we strongly

endorse this collaborative, community driven initiative. As part of the project, we are committed to

creative solutions for business and community development



- assist this effort by listing appropriate commercial properties that have had successful environmental
assessment work completed on the region’s online economic development portal and regional "Sites

and Buildings” data base which we maintain and suppart for Northeast Mn and the Iron Range area.

This award winning site and its data base are used by prospective businesses, business startups, location _
consultants and our regional development community to identify potential development sites for
locating new or expanding businesses in the region. The site'has statewide and national exposure

through its muttiple system lirks and marketing efforts.

- The Coalition, fnade up of ningteen {19} fron Range tities and townships along a 100 mile corridor, will
work together on fhis project, The project area and number of communities and townships involved has
grown recognizing the sigﬁificant interest and need for this work. The Citv 6f Virginia will serve as the
fiscal ;gent and has_adrﬂfnistered past federal grant awards successfully. Coalition member communities
have already shown that they can work together, produce positive results and will continue to work on a
collaborative basis to successfully position and complete more Brownfield ﬁrojects that will make a

| difference.

Thank you for your consideration of this important Brownfield Assessment Grant Application. We will
continue to work in partnership with the Coalition to revitalize the communities, the econorny and the
environment of Nertheastern Minnesota's Iron Range reglon Please contact me at 218- 529-7561 if you

have any questions,

Sincerely,

Randy Lask
President



Attachment E

Documentation indicating leveraged funds are
committed to the project

N/A



Attachment F

Justification for requested waiver of the $200,000 limit for a
site-specific assessment, if applicable

N/A



Attachment G

Property-specific determination request, if applicable.

N/A



Attachment H

Letters of commitment from assessment coalition members,
if applicable

Coalition Members

City of Aurora, MN
City of Babbitt, MN
Township of Balkan, MN
City of Biwabik, MN
City of Bovey, MN
City of Buhl, MN
City of Chisholm, MN
City of Coleraine, MN
City of Cook, MN
City of Ely, MN
City of Eveleth, MN
City of Gilbert, MN
City of Hoyt Lakes, MN
City of Keewatin, MN
Township of Lone Pine, MN
City of Marble, MN
City of Nashwauk, MN
City of Taconite, MN
City of Virginia, MN



{218) 2209514

"CITY OF 1 LIRORA

“*Minnesora’s Star of the North”
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December 15, 2014

Mr, John Tourville

City Administrator

City of Virginia, Minnesota
327 1* Street South
Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr. Tourville,

This letter confirms that the City Council of Aurora, Minnesota has resolved to participate as a member of
the Central Iron Range Brownfields Program Coalition (Coalition) and will support seeking a
Brownficlds Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesota will be the Coalition. leader and will submit the grant
application on behalf of the Coalition. The application will be submitted to the US Environmental
Protection Agency on or before December 19, 2014,

If the grant is awarded funding, the City of Aurora, Minnesota will be prepared to enter into a
Memotandum of Agreement with the Cily of Virginia, Minnesota for the community-wide coalition
nssessment project.

We appreciate the City of Virginia’s efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members and we

look forward to working together on this project. We have assigned the following person as our
community's Brownfields Program contact person:

Sincerely,
CIT¥-QF AURORA

Mary Hess 1

Mayar

Enclosure - Resolution




CITY OF AURORA, MINNESOTA

Resolution No.2014-37

Resolution supporting the US EPA Brownfield Assessment grant application to be
submitted by the City of Virginia, and authorizing the City of Aurora to enter into a
Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia for a community-wide assessment
project

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Aurora, that

WHEREAS, the City of Aurora, Minnesota is a member of the Central Tron Range
Initiative (CIRI) and also a member of the CIRI Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coalition
(Coalition), which was created as a collation of member communities for the purpose of seeking
a U5 EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant.

WHEREAS, the City of Aurora, Minnesota supporls the US EPA Brownfield
Assessment grant application which will be submitted to the US EPA on or before December 19,
2014 by the City of Virginia, Minnesota, on behalf of the Coalition.

WHEREAS, that upon approval of the Coalition’s application to the US EPA, the City of

Aurora, Minnesota may enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia for the
above-referenced community-wide assessment project, and the that City of Aurora, Minnesota

certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in all contract
agreements.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and
Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer are authorized to exccute such agreements as are necessary to
implement the project(s) on behalf of the City of Aurora, Minnesota,

ADOPTED this 15" day of December, 2015.

oy Wl

Mary I-Iess} Mayor /

ATTEST:

bloee Mectore

Britt See-Benes, Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer




City of Babbitt E

Tulephonas 218-817-3464

Fax 216-827-2204

E-mall; info@babbitt-mn.com 71 Sauth Driva

Wabsita: www. habbitt-mn.com Bahbltt MN 55706

Mayor ~ Barnlce Norrageard Councilors: Jm Lassl

Clty Clartc-Transurar - Cathy Blssongtty Ron Marnero

Daputy Clari-Treasurar — Dabbara Marinare Travis Roseth
Andrea Zupancich

November 19, 2014

Mr. John Tourville

City Administrator

City of Virginia, Minnesota
327 1" Street South
Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr. Tourville,

This letter confirms that the City Councl of Babbitt, Minnesota has resolved to participate as a member
of the Central Iron Range Brownfields Program Coalition (Qoalition] and will support seeking a
Brownfields Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesota will be the Coalition leader and will submit the grant
application on behalf of the Coalition. The application will be submitted to the US Environmental
Protection Agency on or before December 19, 2014.

if the grant is awarded funding, the City of Babbitt, Minnesota will be prepared to enterinto a
Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia, Minnesota for the community-wide coalition
assessment project.

We appreciate the City of Virginia"s efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coailtion members and we
look forward to working together on this project. We have assigned the following person as our
community’s Brownfields Program contact person:

Name: va‘c\nq Bissone Mye. (lee ¥K-Tregsuren

address: _CiYy o€ _Babbirt 1) South Drive, Babbitt, mn 5570¢
Telephone: (D~ T~ 3 Y]

Emall Address: _C a 'H\\’J @ _babhil{— mn-com

Sincerely,




City of Babbitt, Minnesota

flesolution 201413

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Babbitt, Minnesota is a member of the Central iron Range Initlative
{CIRI) and is also a member of the CIRI Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coalition (Coalition), which
was created as a collation of member communitias for the purpose of seeking a US EPA Brownfiald
Assessment Grant,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Babbitt, Minnesota supports the US EPA Brownfield
Assessment grant application which wili be submitted to the US EPA on or before December 19, 2014 by
the City of Virginia, Minnesota, on behalf of the Coalition.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalition’s application to the U5 EPA, the City of
Babbltt, Minnesota may enter into a Memarandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia for the above-
referenced community-wide assessment project, and the that City of Babbitt, Minnesota certifies that it
will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in all contract agreements.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that Bernice Norregaard , Mayor of Babbitt,
Minnesota is hereby autharized to execute such agreements as are nacessary to implement the

project{s) on behalf of the City of Babblit, Minnesota.

| CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the City Council of Babbitt, Mirnesota on
11/19/2014,
{date)

- WITNESSED: i
{Authorized Official) ( (Signature) u

d}fr‘}s’-_ﬁ‘ea surer

(Title) (Title)




Township of Balkan, Minnesota

Resolution _002014-03

BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Balkan, Minnesota is a member of the Central Iran Range Initiative
{CIRI) and is also a member of the CIRt Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coalition {Coalition), which
was created as a collation of member communities for the purpose of seeking 2 US EPA Brownfield
Assessment Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township of Batkan, Minnesota supports the US EPA Brownfiald
Assessment grant application which will be submitted to the US EPA on or before December 19, 2014 by
the City of Virginia, Minnesota, on hehalf of the Coalition,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalition's application to the US EPA, the Township
of Balkan, Minnesota may enter into a Memeorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia for the
above-referenced community-wide assessment project, and the that Township of Balkan, Minnesota
certifies that it will comply with alt applicable laws and regﬁlations as stated in all contract agreements,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that Brad Strgar, of the Town Board of Balkan, Minnesota
is hereby authorized to execute such agreements as are necessary to implement the project(s) on behalf
of the Township of Balkan, Minnesota.

| CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the Town Board of Balkan, Minnesota on
December 11, 2014.

SIGNED: ‘ WITNESSED:
Ay »\S .
Brad Strgar 4 Janelle Kallio ]
Board Chair Town Clerk.

(Title) {Title)



Date: 12.- 1t - 201+

Mr. John Tousville

City Administrator

City of Virginia, Minnesota
327 1 Street South
Virginia, MN 55752

Dear Mr. Tourville,

This letter confirms that the Town Board of Balkan, Minnesota has resolved to participate as a member
of the Central fron Range Brownfelds Prograrm Coalition (Coalition) and will support seeking a
Brownflelds Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesota will be the Coalition leader and will submit the grant
application on behalf of the Coalition. The application will be submitted to the U5 Environmental
Protection Agency on or before December 19, 2014,

If the grant is awarded funding, the Township of Balkan, Minnesota will be prepared to enterinto a
Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia, Minnesota for the community-wide coalition
assessment project.

We appreciate the City of Virginia's efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members and we
laok forward to working together on this project. We have assigned the following person as our
community’s Brownfields Program contact person:

Name: Jonelle Kallig
Address: 24 H

Telephone: _218-254-3967
Email Address: _balkantown@email . com

Ll

[~ rd
Chairman, Towr/éoard




@ity of Bavabik

321 North Main Street
P.O. Box 529, Biwabik, MN 55708
(218) 865-4183 Fax; (218) 865-4580

November 24, 2014

vir. John Tourville

City Administrator

City of Virginia, Minnesota
327 1% Street South
Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr, Tourville,

This letter confirms that the City Council of Biwabik, Minnesota has resolved to participate as a member
of the Central lron Range Brownfields Program Coalition (Coalition) and will support seeking a
Brownfields Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesota will be the Coalition leader ang will submit the grant
application on behalf of the Coalition, The application will be submitted to the US Environmental
Protection Agency on or hefore December 19, 2014,

If the grant is awarded funding, the City of Biwabik, Minnesata will be prepared to enter into a
Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia, Minnesota for the community-wide coalition
assessment project,

We appreciate the City of Virginia’s efforis to act as the fiscat agen, for the Coalition members and we
look forward to working together on this project. We have assigned the following person as our
community’s Brownfields Program contact person;

Name: Jel Jarabse

Address: Po Dex 39 Boedok MN SS5703
Telephone: (2087 Xﬁffa 173

Email Address: aduinl etrade @ ity of bivelh, Casn
Sincarely,

Jim Weikum

emall: info @ cityofbiwabil.com
www,cityofbiwabik.com



City of Biwabik, Minnesota
Resolution 2014-24

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Biwabik, Minnesota is a member of the Central Iron Range Initiative
(CIRI) and is also a member of the CIRI Brownfigld Redevelopment Program Caalition {Coalition), which
was created as a collation of member communities for the purpose of seeking a US EPA Brownfiald
Assessment Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Biwabik, Minnesota supports the US EPA Brownfield
Assessment grant application which will be submitted to the US EPA on or before December 19, 2014 by
the City of Virginia, Minnesota, on behalf of the Coalition,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalition’s application to the US EPA, the City of
Biwabik, Minnesota may enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia for the
above-referenced community-wide assessment project, and the that City of Biwablk, Minnesota certifies
that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in all contract agreements.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that Jim Weikum, Mayor of Biwabik, Minnesota is hareby
authorized to execute such agreements as are necessary to implement the project(s) on behalf of the
City of Biwablk, Minnesota.

| CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the City Council of Biwabik, Minnesota on
Navember 24, 2014,

SIGNED: ‘(: [ ! WITNESSED:
__,-aﬂ-":"'"'-ﬂ-_—"“'—-____

(Authorized Official) {Sipriature)

N\IC’HDR C:: 1 z Jc?/&-ﬂr e S em o,

(Titleh_J (Title)




December 16, 2014

Mr. John Tourville

City Administrator

City of Virginia, Minnesota
327 1* Street South
Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr, Tourville,

This letter conflrms that the City Council of Bovey, Minnesota has resolved to participate as 2 member
of the Central Iron Range Brownfields Program Coalition {Coalition) and will support seeking a
Brownfields Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesota will be the Coalition leader and will submit the grant
application on behalf of the Coalition. The application will be submitted to the US Envifonmental
Protection Agency on or before December 19, 2014,

If the grant is awarded funding, the City of Bovey, Minnesota will be prepared to enter into a
Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia, Minnesota for the community-wide coalition .
assessment project.

We appreciate the City of Virginia’s efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members and we
look forward to working together on this project. We have assigned the following person as our
community's Brownfields Program contact person:

Michael Bibich, Mayar

PO Box 399, Bovey, MN 55709
(218)392-0032
mbibich@yahoo.com

Sincerely, ’
/ ~7 /.
,J'. 4,..-"{’_,,4'-5 ]

Michael Bilzich, Mayor




City of Bovey, Minnesota

Resolution No. 14-1215

BE IT RESQLVED that the City of Bovey, Minnesota Is a member of the Central Iron Range Initiative (CIRI)
and [s also a member of the CIRI Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coalition (Coalltion), which was
created as 2 collation of member communities for the purpose of seeking a US EPA Brownfield

Assessment Grant,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Bovey, Minnesota supports the US EPA Brownfield
Assessment grant application which will be submitted to the US EPA on or before December 19, 2014 by
the City of Virginia, Minnesaota, on behalf of the Coalitlon.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalition's application to the US EPA, the City of
Bovey, Minnesota may enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia for the above-
referenced community-wide assessment project, and the that City of Bovey, Minnesota certifies that it
wilt comply with 21l applicable Jaws and regulations as stated in all contract agreements,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that Michael Bibich, Mayor of Bovay, Minnesota is hareby
authorized to execute such agreements as are necessary to implement the project(s) on behalf of the

City of Bovey, Minnesota.

| CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the City Counci! of Bavey, Minnesota on December
15, 2014,

AL (=

(l\u{:horized Official) (Slgnature)

epan wna

(ritie)/ (Title)




'CITY OF BUHL

"Finest Water in America”

December 3, 2014

City of Virginia

John Tourville, Administrator
327 1% Street South

Virginia, MN 55792

Dxear Mr, Tourville,

This letter confirms that the City Council of Buhl, Minnesota has resolved to participate as a member of
- the Central Iron Range Brownfields Program Coalition (Coalition) and will support seeking a Brownfields
Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesota will be the Coalition feader and wilt submit the Erant
application on behalf of the Coalition. The application will be submitted to the US Envnmnmental
Protection Agency on or hefore December 19, 2014, ‘

If the grant is awarded funding, the City of Buhi, Minnesota will be prepared to enter into a
Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia, Minnesota for the community-wide coalition
assessment project,

We appreciate the City of Virginia's efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members and we
look forward to warking together on this project. We have assigned the fallowing person as our
community's Brownfields Program contact person: ‘

Michael Buchanan, Clerk
£.0. Box 704, Buhl, MN 55713
C218-253-3226

buhladmin{@accessmn.com

300 Jones Avenue * PO. Box 704 » Buhl, Minnesota 55713—0704T Phone: 218.258.3226 » Fax; 218.2583796



RESOLUTION 14-31

A RESOLUTION COMMITTING THE CITY OF BUHL TO WORK WITH THE COALITION MEMBERS,
THE CENTRAL IRON RANGE INITIATIVE BROWNFIELD PROGRAM AND THE U.S.
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Buhi, Minnesota is a member of the Central iron Range
Initiative (CIRI) and is also a member of the CIRI Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coalition
{Coalition), which was created as a coalition of member communities for the purpose of seeking
a U.5, EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Buhl, Minnesota supports the U.S. EPA Brownfield
Assessment grant application which will be submitted to the U.S. EPA on or before December
19, 2014 by the City of Virginia, Minnesota, on behalf of the Coalition,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalition’s application to the U.5. EPA, the
City of Buhl, Minnesota may enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia
for the above referenced community-wide assessment project, and that the City of Buhl,
Minnesota certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in all
contract agreements.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Craig Pulford, Mayor of Buhl, Minnesota or his
successor is hereby authorized to exacute such agreements as are necessary to implement the
project(s) on behalf of the City of Buhl, Minnesota.

The foregoing resolution was introduced and moved for adoption by Councilor Matthew and
supported by Councilor Larsen.

Voting for resolution: Councilors Matthew, Larsen, Swanson, Mayor Pulford
Voting against resolution; None

Abstained from vote: None

Absent: Councilor White

Motion carried and Resolution 14-31 was adopted this 2™ day of December, 2014.

ATTEST: | Craig Pulfrd, Mayor

7dﬂ(/«*‘//,Z.ﬂ.--r--—“‘“*'-m

Pl e ”
Michael Buchanan, Clerk/Treasurer




City Hail

‘ ' 316 West Lake Street
i df Chisholm, MN 55719

=, BHESHDLM Tal; (218)254-7900 Fax: (218)254-7955
, WP NAE DS W e EVE _ www.cl.chisholm.mn.us

November 26, 2014

Mr. Joha Tourville

City Administrator

City of Virginia, Minnesota
327 1% Street South
virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr. Tourville,

This letter confirms that the City Councli of Chisholm, Minnesota has resolved to participate as a
‘ member of the Central Iron Range Brownfields Program Coalltion {Coalition) and will support seeking a
Brownflelds Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesota will be the Coalition leader and wilt submit the grant
* application on behalf of the Coalitlon. The application will be submitted to the US Environmental
Protection Agency on or before Decamber 19, 2014, '

If the grant Is awarded funding, the City of Chisholm, Minnesota will be prepared to enter into a
Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginla, Minnesota for the community-wide coalltion
assessment project.

We appreciate the City of Virginia’s efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members and we
look forward to working together on this project. We have assigned the following person as our
community’s Brownflelds Program contact person:

Name: Mark Casey
Address: 1 ke Straet, Chis MN 55719

Telephone: ___ (218} 254-7900
Emall Address: _mcasey@ci.chisholm.mn.ug

Slncerelg : ;

Michael A, JUM

HOME OF THE
IRON MAN MINING MEMORIAL » BRIDGE OF NATIONS » THE MUSEUM OF MINING
MINNESOTA DISCOVERY CENTER



RESOLUTION 1114-102
CITY OF CHISHOLM AGREEMENT
WITH CENTRAL TRON RANGE INITIATIVE (CIRI)

STATE OF MINNESOTA)
COUNTY OF SAINT LOVIS)
CITY OF CHISHOLM)

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Chisholm, Minnesota Is a member of the Central lron Range Initiative
{CIR1) and Is also a member of the CIRI Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coalition {Coalition), which
was created as a collation of member communities for the purpose of seeking a US EPA Brownfleld
Assessment Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Chisholm, Minnesota supports the US EPA Brownfield
Assessment grant application whjch will be submitted to the US EPA on or before December 19, 2014 by
the Clty of Virginia, Minnesota, on behalf of the Coalition.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalltion’s application to the US EPA, the City of
Chisholm, Minnesota may enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia for the
above-referenced community-wide assessment project, and that the City of Chisholm, Minnesota
certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in all contract agreements.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that Michael A. Jugovich, Mayor of Chisholm, Minnesota is
herajby authorized to execute such agreements as are necessary 1o imptement the project(s) on behalf
of the City of Chisholm, Minnesota.

1 CERTIFY THAT tha above resolution was adopted by the Clty Council of Chisholm, Minnesota on
November 25, 2014,

Voting Aye: Councllors Benson, Campbell, Cook, Drow, and Mayor Jugovich
. Voting No: None

Absent: Councilor Scala

I W

MIcBaeIVA. M May'or ' Mark'Casey, Admlnistratf{/cuy Clerk




LETTER:

Date: _ November 24, 2014

Mr. Jahn Tourvitlle, Administrator
City of Virginia, Minnesota

327 1% Street South

Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr, Tourville,

This letter confirms that the Coleraine city council has resolved to participate as a member of the
Central Iron Range Brownfields Program Coalition (Coalition) and will support seeking a Brownfields
Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understand that the City of Virginia will be the Coalition feader and will submit the grant application
on behalf of the Coalition. The application will be submitted to the US Enviranmental Protection Agency

on or before December 19, 2014.

if the grant is awarded funding, the City of Coleraine wil be prepared to enter into a Memorandum of
Agreement with the City of Virginia for the community-wide coalition brownfield assessment praject.

We appreciate the City of Virginia's efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members and we
lnok forward to working together on this project. We have assigned the following person as our
community’s Brownfields Program contact person:

Name: Mary Roy

Address; P.O. Box 670, Coleraine, MN 55722
Telephone: 218.245.2112

Email Address: _maryroyfcitvofcolerain

Dol

Coleraine

Sincerely,

al T

Cityfhf

IR
¥ a Q,

CcC:

Western Measabi Mine Planning Board
PO Box 166

Coleraine, Mlnnesota 55709



City of Coleraine, Minnesota

Resolution /7 =4 - 25/

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Coleraine, in ltasca County, Minnesota will be a member of the CIRI
Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coalition (Coalition), which was created as a collation of member
local government entities for the purpose of seeking a US EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Coleraine supports the US EPA Brownfield Assessment grant
application which will be submitted to the US EPA on or before December 19, 2014 by the City of
Virginia, Minnesota, as fiscal agent on behalf of the Coalition.

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalition’s application to the US EPA, the City of
Coleraine may enter into an appropriate Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia with
regard to the above-referenced community-wide brownfield assessmeant project, and the that City of
Coleraine certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations and with all provisions of

stich Memorandum of Understanding into which it enters.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that “ Mfyer is hereby
authﬂr;zed 10 execute such agreements as are necessary to implem nt the project(s) on behalf of the

Clty of Coleraine.

| CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the City of Coleraine on _//= 2+ -+ (date)

Tgpprd s

(Authorized Official) {Sigpature)

) /r’car_.ﬂ" A / /_}_a/dc/ (ﬂ’ éz{f_

(Title) (Title)




100 YEARS
1903 -2o003

Decermnber 12, 2014

Mr. John Tourville

City Administrator

City of Virginia, Minnesota
327 1% Street South
Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr. Tourville,

This letter confirms that the City Council of Cook, Minnesota has resoived to participate as a member of
the Central Iron Range Brownfields Program Coalition (Coalition) and will support seeking a Brownfields
Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency,

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesota will be the Coalition leader and will submit the grant
application on behalf of the Coalition. The application will be submitted to the U3 Environmental
Protection Agency on or befare December 19, 2014,

If the grant is awarded funding, the City of Cook, Minnesota will be prepared to enter into a

Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia, Minnesota for the community-wide coalition
assessment project.

We appreciate the City of Virginia's efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members and we
look forward to working together on this project. We have assigned the fallowing person as our
community’s Brownfields Program contact person:

Name: Theresa Martinson inistrator-Clerk/Treasurer
Address: 127 River Street; P % 155+ Cook, MN
Telephone: 218-666-2200

Email Address: theresa@cookmn, us.

Sincerely,
Yo ton Lo o irr i

Karen Hollanitsch
Acting Mayor

www.coockmn.us » cCity@cookmn.us
CHYOFCOOK « POBOX155 » COOK » MNGSB5723 + 218-866-2200 + FAX 218-866-0004
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City of Cook, Minnesota 55723

Resolution 141212

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Cook, Minnesota is a member of the Central Iron Range Initiative (CIR))
and is also a member of the CIRI Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coalition {Coalition), which was

created as a collation of member communities for the purpose of seeking a US EPA Brownfield
Assessment Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Cook, Minnesota supports the US EPA Brownfield Assessment
grant application which will be submitted to the US EPA on or before December 19, 2014 by the City of
Virginia, Minnesota, on behalf of the Coalition,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalition’s application to the US EPA, the City of

Cook, Minnesata may enter into a Memarandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia for the above-
referenced community-wide assessment project, and the that City of Cook, Minnesota certifies that it
will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in all contract agreements.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that Harold lohnston, Mayor and Karen Hollanitsch, Acting
Mayor of Cook, Minnesota are hereby authorized to execute such agreements as are necessary to
implement the project{s) on hehalf of the City of Cook, Minnesota.

1 CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the City Council of Cook, Minnesata on December

12, 2014.
T SIGNED: WITNESSED,
| / - o -
QC:}WV 94’? ﬂdxﬂﬁ!ﬁ?jw‘) \‘G‘}_Eﬁ.vu&%ﬂ M -"kai’duif WA G
Ka‘ren Hollanitsch Theresa Martinson

Acting Mayor Administrator-Clerk/Treasurer



Ciarne @ By

209 E. Chapman St.
y, Minnesota 56781
218-365-3224

November 19, 2014

Mr. John Tourville

City Administrator

City of Virginla, Minnesota
327 1% Street South
Virginla, MN 55792

Dear Mr. Taurville,

This letter confirms that the City Council of Ely, Minnesota has resolved to participate as a
member of the Central Iron Range Brownfields Program Coalition (Coalition) and will support
seeking a Brownfields Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understang }hat the City of Virginia, Minnesota will be the Coalition leader and will submit
the grant ap‘plii;éﬂ;lon an behalf_ of the Coalitlun The application will be submitted to'th.e us
EnvironmiehtélProtection Agency on |

W%‘Wiﬁf ciata the Gt -;‘f__“ Ia/siefforts to- act'as the' fiscal_agent for thg Coalition embers
andwe Jook forwaid to warking fodether on this projé ‘ lli‘e*l’ollp

e ""“’““"‘20?5 Chaprnan St Ely MN..55731: -
Telephone: 218-235-30383
Emall Address: elyod@ely.mn.us

Sincer

(Mayor) Ross T Petersen




Resolution: 2014-044
Adopted: 11/18/2014

CITY OF ELY

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF ELY APPROVING
SUPPORT OF THE US EPA BROWNFIELD ASSESSMENT GRANT APPLICATION

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Ely, Minnesota is a member of the Central Iron
Range Initiative (CIRI) and is also a member of the CIRI Brownfield Redevelopment Program
Caalition {Coalition), which was created as a collation of member communities for the purpose
of seeking a US EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Ely, Minnesota supports the US EPA
Brownfield Assessment grant application which will be submitted to the US EPA on or before
December 19, 2014 by the City of Virginia, Minnesota, on behalf of the Coalition.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalition’s application to
the US EPA, the City of Ely, Minnesota may enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the
City of Virginia for the above-referenced community-wide assessment project, and the that City
of Ely, Minnesota certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated
in all contract agreements.

-~ NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Mayor and
Clerk/Treasurer of Ely, Minnesota is hereby authorized to execute such agreements as are
necessary to implement the project(s) on behalf of the City of Ely, Minnesota.

Upon vote taken thereon, the following voted:

For: Council member Debeltz, Kess, Nikkola, Omerza, Polyner, Sheddy and Mayor
Petersen

Against: None

Whereupon said Resolution No, 2014-044 was declared duly passed and adopted this 18™
day of Novermber, 2014.

27— PN

Ross T Petersen, Mayor Harold R Langowski, Clerk/Treasurer




oy
December 3, 2014 e‘Way to the lro®

Mr, John Tourville

City Administrator

City of Virginia, Minnesota
327 1% Street South
Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr. Tourville,

This letter confirms that the City Council of Eveleth, Minnesota has resolved to participate as a
member of the Central Iron Range Brownfields Program Coalition (Coalition) and will support
seeking a Brownfields Assessment Grant from (he US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesota will be the Coalition leader and will submit
the grant application on behalf of the Coalition. The application will be submitted to the U3
Environmental Protection Agency on or before December 19, 2014,

If the grant is awarded funding, the City of Eveleth, Minnesota will be prepared to enter into a
Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia, Minnesota for the community~wide
coalition assessment project.

We appreciate the City of Virginia’s efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members
and we look forward to working together on this project. We have assigned the following person
as our community’s Brownfields Program contact person:

Jackie Monahan-Junek, City Clerk Administrator
City of Eveleth

413 Pierce Street

Eveleth, MN 55734

218-744-7444

jackie@evelethmn.com

Sincerely,

Robert Vlaisavljevich
Mayor of Eveleth

City of Eveleth 413 Pierce Street Uveleth, MM 55734 218-744-7444  FAX: 218-744-7525 www.evelethmn.com
FHome of the Linjed States Hockey Hall of Paite Museum



CITY OF EVELETH, MINNESOTA
LUTION NO. 20144
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING CENTRAL IRON RANGE INITIATIVE BROWNFIELD

REDEVELOPMENT PROGRAM COALITION U.S. EPA BROWNFIELD
ASSESSMENT GRANT APPLICATION

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Eveleth, Minnesota is a member of the Central Iron Range
Tnitiative (CIRI) and is also a member of the CIRI Brownfield Redevelopment Program
Coalition (Coalition), which was created as a collation of member communities for the purpose
of seeking a US EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant,

BE [T FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Eveleth, Minnesota supports the US EPA
Brownfield Assessment grant application which will be submitted to the US EPA on or before
December 19, 2014 by the City of Virginia, Minnesota, on behalf of the Coalition.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalition’s application to the US EPA,
the City of Eveleth, Minnesota may enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the City of
Virginia for the above-referenced community-wide assessment project, and the that City of
Eveleth, Minnesota certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated
in all contract agreements.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that Robert Vlaisavljevich, Mayor of
Eveleth, Minnesota is hereby authorized to execute such agreements as are necessary to
implement the project(s) on behalf of the City of Eveleth, Minnesota,

The foregoing resolution was offered by Councilor Lillis and supported by Councilor Peterson
was declared carried on the following vote:

Ayes: Peterson, Lillis, Koivunen, Vlaisavljevich
Nays: None
Absent:  Hadrava

Adopted by motion of the Council of the City of Eveleth this 2™ day of December, 2014,

Robert Vlaisavljevich, r
Attest: 2
Adopted; December 2, 2014 Jackie Monahan-Junek,

Published: December 12,2014 City Clerk-Administrator



City of Gilbert

wiww gilhertmm.org 16 Sputh Broadway « P.0, Box 548 » Gilbert, MN 55741 Phone: 2:8-748-2232 ® Fax: 218-748-2234

November 26, 2014

Mr. John Tourville

City Administrator

City of Virginia, Minnasota
327 1" Street South
Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr, Tourville,

This letter confirms that the City Council of Gitbert, Minnesota has resolved to participate as a member
of the Central Iron Range Brownfields Program Coalition (Coalition) and will support seeking a
Brownfields Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesota will be the Coalition leader and will submit the grant
application on behalf of the Caalition. The application will be submitted to the U3 Envlmnmentat
Protection Agency on or before December 19, 2014,

If the grant is awarded funding, the City of Gilbert, Minnesota will be prepared to enter into a
Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia, Minnesota for the community-wide coalition
assessment project.

We appreciate the City of Virginia’s efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members and we
look forward to working together on this project, We have assigned the following person as our
community’s Brownfields Program contact person:

Name: Dehra Sakrison
Address: City of Gilbert, PO Box 548, Gilbert MN 55741

Telephone: _218-748-2232
Email Address; clerk@gilbertmn.org

Sincerely,

Michael Skenzich, Mayor

gt Opportunity Emplover



City of Gilbert

i gilbertmn. org 16 South Broadway = F.Q), Box 548 * Gilbert, MN s741

Phone: 218-748-2232 % Fax: 218-748-2234

City of Gilbert, Minnesota

Resolution 2014-20

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Gilbert, Minnescta is a member of the Central Iron Range Initiative
{CIR1) and is also a member of the CIRI Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coalition (Coalition), which

was created as a collation of member communities far the purpose of seeking a US EPA Brownfield
Assessment Grant,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Gilbert, Minnesota supports the U5 EPA Brownfield

Assessment grant application which will be submitted to the US EPA on or before December 19, 2014 by
the City of Virginia, Minnesota, on behalf of the Cealition,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalition’s application to the U3 EPA, the City of
Gilbert, Minnasota may enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia for the above-
referenced community-wide assessment project, and the that City of Gilbert, Minnesota certifies that it
will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated In all contract agreements.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that Michael Skenzich, Mayor of Gilbert, Minnesota is
hereby authorized to execute such agreements as are necessary to implement the project{s) on behalf
of the City of Gilbert, Minnesocta.

| CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adepted by the City Council of Gilbert, Minnesota an

November 25, 2014.
SIGNED: WITNESSED: -
: Dibie) Ooban
Michael Skenzich Debra Sakrison
[1-35-3014 || =25 )
Mayor Clerk/Treasurer

Equal Opportunity Employer



www.hoytlakes.com
i ek e-rnail; info@hovilakes,
Municipal Building ™A oytlakes.com

~ e 206 Kennedy Memorial Drive Phone: (218) 225-2344
H oYT LA KES Hoyt Lakes, Minnesor 55750-1140 FAX: (21B) 225-2485

November 24, 2014

Mr. John Tourville

City Administrator

City of Virginia, Minnesota
327 1™ Street South
Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr, Tourville,

This letter confirms that the City Council of Hoyt Lakes, Minnesota has resolved to participate as a member
of the Central iron Range Brownfields Program Coalition {Coalition) and will support seeking a Brownfields
Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency,

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesota will be the Coalition leader and will submit the grant
application on behalf of the Coalition, The application will be submitted to the US Environmental Protection
Agency on or before December 19, 2014,

If the grant is awarded funding, the City of Hoyt Lakes, Minnesota will be prepared to enter inta a
Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia, Minnesota for the community-wide coalition
assessment project,

We appreciate the City of Virginia's efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members and we look
forward to working together on this project. We have assigned the following person as our community’s
Brownfields Program contact person;

Name: _{ 1 \aur K. Shubﬂ

Address: _ e K aneds. Memer mi ‘"J).T';\Jt“
Telephone: _ 1% 325 -234Y s NG -TIO- ol 5
Email Address: _rovskeldon @ Lrentierne ¥ .nel

Sincerely,

P

Mark Skeiton, Mayar




www.hoytlakes com

-mail: info@hoytlakes,
Municipal Buiiding Frmatl ifla@hoptakes.com

N ' . 206 Kennedy Memorial Deve Phone: (218) 2252344
H QYT L*A KES Hoyt Lakes, Minnesota 357501140 FAX: (218) 225.2485
(v—% oy SO&“ . . .
inne City of Hoyt Lakes

Resolution 2014-017
A Resolution and Commitment to New Application to CYRI Brownfields EPA Grant

WHEREAS, the City of Hoyt Lakes, Minnesota is a member of the Central Tron Range Initiative
(CIRI) and is also a member of the CIR] Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coalition (Coalition),
which was created as a collation of member communities for the purpose of seeking a US EPA
Brownfield Assessment Grant,

WHEREAS, the City of Hoyt Lakes, Minnesota supports the US EPA Brownfield Assessment
grant application which will be submnitted to the US EPA on or before December 19, 2014 by the
City of Virginia, Minnesota, on behalf of the Coalition,

BE IT RESOLVED, that upon approval of the Coalition’s application to the US EPA, the City of
Hoyt Lakes, Minnesota may enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia for
the above-referenced communj ty-wide assessment project, and the that City of Hoyt Lakes,
Minnesota certifies that it will comply with all applicable [aws and regulations as stated in all
contract agreements.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mark Skelton, Mayor of Hoyt Lakes, Minnesota is hereby
authorized to execute such agreements as are necessary to implement the project(s) on behalf of the

City of Hoyt Lakes, Minnesota.
s

Mark Skelton, Mayor

ADOPTED this 24th day of November, 2014.

ATTEST:

de

Rebecea J, Burich, City Clerk-Treasurer




LETTER:
Date; \\\ 2-5\ 'kl

Mr. John Tourville, Administrator
Clty of Virginia, Minnesota

327 1% Street South

Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr. Tourville,

This letter confirms that the Keewatin city council has resolved to particlpate as a member of the Central

fron Range Brownfields Program Coalition {Coalition) and will support seeking a Brownfields Assessment
Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understand that the City of Virginla will be the Coalition leader and will submit the grant application
on behalf of the Coalition. The application will be submitted to the US Environmental Protection Agency
on or before December 19, 2014,

If the grant is awarded funding, the City of Keewatin will be prepared to enter into a Memorandurn of
Agreement with the City of Virginta for the communlty-wide coalition brownfield assessment project.

We appreciate the City of Virginia's efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members and we
look forward to working together on this project. We have assigned the following person as our .
community’s Brownfields Program contact person:

Name:  ©N\oAacv  Uonlia v LGN

Address: _ R0 Fox A\R™O R eewweln: MM ’:55'753
Telephone:
Email Address:

Sincerely,

- Mayor, City of Kee%

cC:

Woestern Mesabi Mine Planning Board
PO Box 166

Keewatin, Minnesota 55709



City of Keewatin, Minnesota

" Resolution 2*(:-"\\"\ - Q7\

BE IT RESQLVED that the City of Keewatin, in ltasca County, Minnesota will be a member of the CIR1
Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coalition (Coalition), which was created as a collation of member
local government entltles for the purpose of seeking a US EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Keewatln supports the US EPA Brownfield Assessment grant
application which will be submitted to the US EPA on or before December 19, 2014 by the City of
Virginia, Minnesota, as fiscal agent on behalf of the Coalitlon.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalition’s application to the US EPA, the City of
Keewatln may enter into an appropriate Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginla with
regard to the above-referenced community-wide brownfield assessment project, and the that City of

' Keewatin certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations and with all provisions of
such Memorandum of Understanding into which it enters.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that _Y\u\\\ ‘G~ SAh™  Mayor, Is hereby

authorized to execute such agreements as are necessary to Implement the project{s) on behalf of the
City of Keewatin.

1 CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the City of Keewatin on i I Ilé:\ ‘ﬂ . (date)

SIGNEQ-:__ WITNESSED:
QNS s, Chellior
(Authorized Official) 3 (Signature)

Mﬁxt o Q\*M (\,\'e V l(— )

(i) (Title)




Date; zzfr{/@nf

Mr. John Tourville

City Administrator

City of Virglnia, Minnesota
327 1" Street South
Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr. Tourville,

This letter confirms that the Town Board of Lone Pine, Minnesata has resolved to participate as a
member of the Central Iron Range Brownfields Program Coalition (Coalition) and will support seeking 2
Brownflelds Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesota will be the Coalition leader and will submit the grant
application on behaif of the Coalition, The application will be submitted to the US Environmental

Protection Agency on or before Dacember 19, 2014,

If the grant is awarded funding, the Township of Lone Pine, Minnnesota will be prepared to enter into a
Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginla, Minnesota for the community-wide coalition
assessment project.

We appreciate the City of Virginla's efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members and we
look forward to working together on this project. We have assigned the following person as our
community’s Brownfields Program contact person:

Name: __Joa! Kbrpi .

Address: _ Seeys] 'é:’qs’} F!mre Di-ive ;‘_/!‘”ﬂ\_fy;”y At 55775
Telephone: 2% 549 “Z47

Emait Address: ldvv"'p,'_@ YA éab}effﬂm

.

Ch%an, Town

Sin




Township of Lone Pine, Minnesota

msrr MVED that the Township of Lone Plne, wwneanta i a member of the Centrat lron Range
nftiative (CIRI and is -also amembier of the CIRI Brownfield Redevelopiment Program Coalttion
(Cnaﬁtlun), whir,h was cregted ag a tolistion of meémber communities for the purpose of seeking a US
EPA Bruwnﬂeld Assassnwnt Grant ‘ ‘

BE T FURTHER HESDWED that the Township of Lone Pine, Min nesuta suppom the US EPA Brownfield
Assasgment grant appllcatlnn which will be submitted to the US EPA on or before December 15, 2014 by
the Clty of Vlrglnla, Mlnnesota on hehalf of the Coalition.

BETT I-‘UII'I'HEH RESOI.VEI‘.! that upnn upprwal ofthe Cualltion’s application o the US EPA, the Township
of Lone Plne, Mlnnema rnay enter into a Memorandum of ‘Agreement with the City of Virginia furthe
above-referenced community-wide assessment project, and the that Township of Lone Pine, Minnesota
cmiﬁes thnt it will comply with all npplica ble laws and regulations as stated In ali cnntmct agreaments.

uow, THEREFORE BE {T me.v nmvm that __'Li_éﬂp; o, ofthe Town Board
of Lone Pine, Minnesota Is hereby suthorized to execute such agreernents a8 are necessary to
implement the project(s) on behaif of the Township of Lone Pine, Minnesots.

1 CERTIFY THAT the abtiva msbiutlbn was adopted hy the Town Baard of Lone Pine, Minnesota on
12032004
(date}

WITHESSED: _
(élsr_\&tur;) ’/4 l"L;/ ?

C)‘lnivm.zh, . - ) Ll Bl
(Titke) (Title)




Date: ]Q"ﬂ | '(-l

tir. John Tourville

City Administrator

City of Virginia, Minnesota
327 1" Street South
Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr, Tourville,

This letter confirms that the City Council of Marble, Minnesota has resolved to participate as a member
of the Central Iron Range Brownfields Program Coalition (Coalition} and will support seeking a
Brownfields Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesota will be the Coalition leader and will submit the grant
application on behalf of the Coalition, The application will be submitted to the US Environmental
Protection Apgency on or before December 19, 2014,

If the grant is awarded funding, the City of Marhle, Minnesota will be prepared to enter into a
Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia, Minnesota for the community-wide coalition
assessment project.

We appreciate the City of Virginia's efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members and we
laok forward to working together on this project. We have assigned the following person as our
community’s Brownfiglds Program contact person:

Name: T4 IRV T ¢
Address: & (. My ZS \ﬂ\ém D .
Telephone: th}lqi T - ")*25'7&;
gmait Address: {Viq Ci\e.C. L\%@ww\ﬁ% Lo

Sincarely,

ﬂi&f/l/ ﬂ . /6&/_.&1____,
{Mayor) .- ng g




City of Marble, Minnesota

Resalution "\g YR RAT %' O

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Marble, Minnesota is a member of the Central iron Range Initiative
{CIR1) and is also a member of the CIRI Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coalition (Coalition), which
was created as a collation of member communities for the purpose of seeking a US EPA Brownfield
Assessment Grant,

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Marble, Minnesota supports the US EPA Brownfietd
Assessment grant application which will be submitted to the US £PA on or before December 19, 2014 by
the City of Virginia, Minnesota, on behalf of the Coalition,

BEIT FURTHER RESCLVED that upon approval of the Coalition’s application to the US £PA, the City of
Marble, Minnesota may enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia for the above-
referenced community-wide assessment project, and the that City of Marble, Minnesota certifies that it
will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in all comtract agreements.

NOW, THEREFORE BE I'T FINALLY RESOLVED that f\'g,,;,’_"n. Ol I Wb a4 , Mayor of Marble,

Minnesota is hereby authorized to execute such agreements as are necessary to implement the
project{s) on behalf of the City of Marble, Minnesata,

| CERTIFY THAT the above resclution was adopted by the City Council of Marble, Minhesota on

(D-Ragul

{date)
SIGNED: WITNESSED:
rf‘“ﬁ
ZQ- tede Gt fhne . \'Q,(Wu&iq‘t f)l‘_[ W et
(Authorized Official) {Signature) ‘J “

Y Ureyey e e & u&lﬁq Qh\_)t:

(Title} Y (Title) &)




November 26, 2014

Mr. John Tourville, Administrator
City of Virginia, Minnesota

327 1* Street South

Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr. Tourville,

This letter confirms that the Nashwauk city council has resolved to participate as a member of the
Central Iron Range Brownfields Program Coalition {Coalition) and will support secking a Brownfields
Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We understand that the City of Virginia will be the Coalition leader and will submit the grant application
on behalf of the Coalition. The application will be submitted to the US Environmental Protection Agency
on or before December 19, 2014.

If the grant is awarded funding, the City of Nashwauk will be prepared to enter into a Memorandum of
Agreement with the City of Virginia for the community-wide coalition brownfield assessment project.

We appreciate the City of Virginia's efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members and we
look forward to working together on this project. We have assigned the following person as our
community's Brownfields Program contact person:

Name: Pamela LaBine

Address: 301 Central Ave, Nashwauk MN 55769
Telephone: 218-885-1210

Email Address: nashwaukcityhall@mchsi.com

Sincerely,

Mayor, City of Nashwauk

e
Western Mesabi Mine Planning Board
PO Box 166

Nashwauk, MN 55709



City of Nashwauk, Minnesats
Resolution 14-012

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Nashwauk, in ltasca County, Minnesota will be a member of the CIRI
Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coalition {Coalition), which was created as a collation of member
local government entities for the purpose of seeking a US EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Nashwauk supports the US EPA Brownfield Assessment grant
application which wilt be submitted to the US EPA on or before December 19, 2014 by the City of
Virginia, Minnesota, as fiscal agent on behalf of the Coalition.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalition's application to the US EPA, the City of
Nashwauk may enter into an appropriate Memaorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia with
regard to the above-referenced community-wide brownfield assessment project, and the that City of
Nashwauk certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations and with all provisions of
such Memorandum of Understanding into which it enters.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that William Hendricks, Mayor, is hereby authorized to

execute such agreements as are necessary to implement the project(s) on behalf of the City of
Nashwauk.

I CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the City of Nashwauk on November 25, 2014

SIGNED: WITNESSED:

AR wmﬁf%{ﬁ s S

Mayor City Clerk




"Hub of the Paticon

Mike Troumbly, Mayor - 245-3011

Lauri Camilli » City Clerk - 245-2081
Kris Hanson » Treasurer - 245-3660
Ted Birch = Courncil Parson - 245-1492
Deacon Kvlander » Council Person + 245-1837
Dusty Sipe « Council Person - 2591061

Jaimey ‘Mooch' Troumbly » Str Commish + 259-2681
Gabe Troumnbly « Maingnance Worker - 244-6893

City of Taconite

P.O. Box 137
26 Haynes Street South
Taconite, Mn 55786
Phoac/Fas 218,245,183 { taconile@mehsicom

Founced in 1507

December 8. 2014

Mr. John Tourville, City Administrator
City of Virginia. Minnesota

327 1 Street South

Virginia, MN 55792

RE: CENTRAL IRON RANGE BROWNFIELD PROGRAM COALITION
DECEMBER 2014 GRANT APPLICATION

Dear Administrator Tourville:

This letter confirms that the City Council of Taconite, Minnesota has resolved to participate as a
member of the Central Iron Range Brownfields Program Coalition (Coalition) and will support
seeking a Brownfields Assessment Grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency.,

We understand that the City of Virginia, Minnesoia will be the Coalition leader and will submit
the grant application on behalf of the Coalition, The application will be submitted to the US
Environmental Protection Agency on or before December 19, 2014,

If the grant is awarded funding, the City of Taconite, Minnesota will be prepared to enter into a
Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Virginia, Minnesota for the community-wide
coalition assessment project. '

We appreciate the City of Virginia's efforts to act as the fiscal agent for the Coalition members
and we look forward to working together on this project. | will serve as the City of Taconite's
Brownfield Program contact person. Feel free to contact me at the number/address/email noted
above.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Mike Troumblgfw
Mayor )

ce:  Taconite City Council
Taconite Zoning Board

Council Meetings held the 2" Monday of each wonth, 4:30 p.m. at the M.E. Chamberhun Conmunity Center in Taconite, Mn



"Hub of the MNation"

S8,

CITY OF TACONITE, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. _2014-1208-A

$TATE QF MINNESOTA)
COUNTY OF ITASCA)
CITY OF TACONITE)

Central Iron Range Brownfield Assessment Area Coalition
Resolution of Support e City of Taconite, Minnesota

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Taconite, Minnesota is a member of the Central Tron
Range Initiative (CIRI) and is also a member of the CIRI Brownfield Redeveiopment
Program Coalition (Coalition), which was created as a collation of member communities
for the purpose of seeking a US EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Taconite, Minnesota supports the US
EPA Brownfield Assessment grant application which will be submitted to the US EPA on
or before December 19, 2014 by the City of Virginia, Minnesota, on behalf of the
Coalition.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalition’s application to the
US EPA, the City of Taconite, Minnesota may enter into a Memorandum of Agreement
with the City of Virginia for the above-referenced community-wide assessment project,
and the that City of Taconite, Minnesota certifies that it will comply with all applicable
laws and regulations as stated in all contract agreements.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that Michael Troumbly, Mayor
of Taconite, Minnesota is hereby authorized to execute such agreements as are necessary
to implement the project(s) on behalf of the City of Taconite, Minnesota.

1 CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the City Council of Taconite,
Minnesota on the 8th day of December 2014.

SIGNED: WITNE)SSED:
Michael Troumbly, Mayor
\ .

N, !
o



327 FIRST STREET SOUTH * VIRGINIA, MINNESOTA 557922623

December.11, 2014

To:  AllCIRI Brownfields Program Coalition Members
RE:  letter of Comr’nitmenf to the CIR! Brownfields Program

This letter conﬂrms that the City Council of Virginia, Minnesota has resolved to participate as a memher of the Central
ron Range Brownfields Program Coalition {Coalition) and will seeka Brownﬂelds Assessment Grant from the U3
Envlronmental Protectlon Agency :

We will act as the Coalitlon Leader and Fiscal Agent for the Coalrtlon and will submit the grant apphcation on behalf of
the Coalition. The appllcatmn will be submitted to the L5 Enviranmental Protection Agency on or before Decemher 19,

2014,

'If the grant'is awarded fundmg, the City of Vlrglnia Minnesota will be prepared to enter into a Memorandum of
Agreement wlth the all other Coalition. members for the community-wida coahtlon assessment project

We have assrgned the followmg person as our commumty’s Brownfields Program contact person

Name: . John Tourville, City Adminlstrator
~ Address: .. 327 South 1" Street
o *° Virginla, MN ‘55792 -
Telephone:. 218-748-7500, Ext. 562

Email Address:  tourvillej@virginiamn.us

Equal Opportunity Employer



I, Lois Roskoski, City Clerk of the City of Virginia, County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota, do hereby
certify that 1 have compared the aunexed copy of Resolution No. 14270 passed by the City Council of the City
of Virginia, on the gl day of December, 2014, with the otiginal document and record thereof on file and of
record in my office, and, in my custody as City Clerk of said City, and that the same is true and correct copy
thereof, and the whole thereof, and a true and correct transcript therefrom.

In Witness Whereof, 1 have hercunto set my hand and affixed this corporate seal of said City of Virginia,

this 11" day of December, 2014,
Rl
4 { Ny
! Lois Roskoski
\ City Clerk,




COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Resolution No. 14270

City of Virginia, Minnesota  December 9, 2014

Resolution approving US Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) Brownfield Assessment Grant Application
and willinguess to take role of fiscal agent for the project

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Virginia, that

WHEREAS, the City of Virginta, Minnesota is a member of the Central Iron Range Initintive
(CIRI) and is also a member of the CIRI Brownficld Redevelopment Program Coalition {(Coalition), which was
created as a collation of member communities for the purpose of seeking a US EPA Brownficld Assessment Grant;
and

WHEREAS, the City of Virginia, Minnesota will serve as the Coalition leader and will submit the
US EPA Brownfield Assessment grant application on behalf of the Coalition; and

WHEREAS, the City of Virginia, Minnesota supports the Brownfield Assessment Grant
application, which will be submitted to the US EPA on or before December 19, 2014, by the City of Virginia,
Minnesota, on behalf of the Coalition; and

WHEREAS, the City of Virginia, Minnesota, on behalf of the Coalition, has the lepal authority to
apply for financial assistance, and the institutional, managerial, and financial capability to ensure adequate project
administration.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of the Coalition’s
application by the US EPA, the City of Virginia may enter into a Memorandum of Agrecement with the other
members of the Coalition for the above-referenced coalition assessment project, and that the City of Virginia,
Minnesota certifies that will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in all contract agreements.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEID that the Mayor and City Administrator are hereby authorized to
exccute such agreements as are necessary to implement the project(s) on behalf of the City of Virginia, Minnesota.

Moved by Councillor Ralston supported by Councitlor Cuffe that the above resolution be adopted.

Ayes:- Councillors Cuffe, Littlewolf, Ralston, Sipola, Baranzelli, Vice Mayor Baribeau - 6

Nays:- None



Attachment [

Petroleum eligibility determination information, if applicable.

N/A



